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I am Patriarch of the Old Catholic Apostolic Church. Patriarch means 'father' and because church is a family, and I lead
this church, I am Patriarch. I am male: had I been female I would be Matriarch, it doesn't matter; I lead the church
family and am humbled that God called me to do this.

Family is stronger and 'above' democracy. Of course democracy is strong within family, but no one of us can for example
vote to exclude a brother, or a sister because the majority of the family 'want them out'. That is absurd but sadly does
happen in earthly families. We have all been adopted into OCAC, as we have been grafted into the family of God - the
vine, because of the Spirit's call to us. We are all equal: no one of us is nearer to the foot of the cross than any other. No
one of us is able to judge another - only God can do that, if we try to do this we are less worthy than the one we
‘judge’- automatically. We need to ask God's forgiveness if we find we have done this. It most certainly is our job to
judge the circumstances that people face: hunger, injustice, poverty, sickness etc. We need to be pastoral, as well as
sacramental in our ministries.

During my oversight OCAC has always been inclusive. That's because we are all sinners, and all have fallen short, and as
above: not in any position to judge. Not that inclusive has anything to do with falling short because it doesn't. Its just
that those criticising inclusivity often refer to it. As long as a person has a beating heart in their chest: they can be part
of OCAC and are welcome. Proof of the pudding is the eating thereof! OCAC has and always will welcome large, small,
tall, trans, gay, any nationality, creed: because we are all ordinary, all normal.

In society and some churches there are discussions about inclusive language: is God Our Father? I thank God for the
diversity of the creation He made! Of course male and female are created in the image of God: its obvious.
As patriarch of OCAC I observe these things:

Terminology for God includes both male and female charisms: El Shaddai, Elohim are female, and Jesus called His Father
by male terms. There is no problem with using gender neutral terms where they describe better our Lord, but just for
the sake of them, they can be divisive and disruptive. There is no point in replacing some imperfect terms with other
equally imperfect terms. Some OCAC people will want to use modern, gender neutral terms: Alleluiah! Some, including
me, will use more specific terms. Jesus, as the second person of the Trinity walked this earth, and referred to God as his
'Father'. I believe that Jesus knows the father, and is not limited by the frailties of human language. If Jesus refers to
him as 'His Father' I will too. Jesus spoke out against all human limitations, and therefore I hold that Jesus called him
Father because Jesus knows God as Father. Jesus was not afraid to confront human constructs, and would not have
referred to God as Father just to fit in with the language of the day. Jesus was equally strong about the female members
of his apostles and disciples for obvious reasons. To imply gender neutral terms for Mary Mother of God weakens her
unique role. There is no competition here: male and female are equal and have always been equal in the Kingdom of
Heaven. The Holy Sophia is female and is wisdom. The Queen of Heaven is the Holy Mother Mary. Christ called females
in His disciples and revealed His risen self to Mary Magdelene before any others.

My sisters and brothers in OCAC - and in our diaspora, and beyond: I myself am going to continue to speak of Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. Some of you will want to use different terms: which is no different to when we moved away from
Father, Son and Holy Ghost to Holy Spirit. Alleluiah!
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