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Liturgy Year 2 

  
In the case of collects, either see the one given in year 1 or use this one as you chose, or indeed any 

other appropriate prayer of your choice.   

The readings are mostly taken from the NIV, but you are of course free to choose another version, in 

any language, if you wish, preferably an inclusive one.  

Revd. Amma Margaret Watson – Priest, Old Catholic Apostolic Church 

 

 

Advent 1 

Opening Sentence  

O God of light, God of love, shine on our souls from heaven above 

Collect  

Lord, you know our beginning and our end. Help us to realise we are only pilgrims on this earth and 

save us from being too attached to worldly possessions. May we experience the freedom to wander, 

the freedom to hope and the freedom to love as we journey through this season of Advent. Amen  

Psalm 

Psalm 25 v 11-15   

For the sake of your name, Lord, forgive my iniquity, though it is great. 

Who then are those who fear the Lord? He will instruct them in the ways they should choose. 

They will spend their days in prosperity, and their descendants will inherit the land. 

For the sake of your name, Lord, forgive my iniquity, though it is great. 

The Lord confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them. 

My eyes are ever on the Lord, for only he will release my feet from the snare. 

For the sake of your name, Lord, forgive my iniquity, though it is great. 
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Old Testament 

Jeremiah 33 v 14-16  

 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfil the good promise I made to the people 

of Israel and Judah. ‘In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from 

David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land.                                                                                                         

In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be 

called:  The Lord Our Righteous Saviour.’ 

Epistle  

Thessalonians  3 v 9-13  

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God 

because of you?  Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what 

is lacking in your faith.                                                                                                                                                         

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you.  May 

the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours 

does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence 

of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 

New Testament  

Luke 21 v 25-36  

“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and 

perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.  People will faint from terror, apprehensive of what 

is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken.  At that time they will see the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up 

and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”                                                                                                       

He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees.  When they sprout leaves, you can 

see for yourselves and know that summer is near.  Even so, when you see these things happening, 

you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass 

away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never 

pass away.                                                                                                                                                                                  

Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of 

life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap.  For it will come on all those who live on the 

face of the whole earth.  Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is 

about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 

Post Communion  

Grant Lord, that what we have asked in faith we may obtain according to your will, through Christ 

we ask.  
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Advent 2 
Opening Sentence 

 The time comes when all the peoples of the earth can bring their gifts and look into the light 

unafraid.  

Collect  

Creator God, you are the source of all life and motivation. May we journey towards Christmas in 

faith and love, rejoicing and eager to serve you. Grant us a glimpse of your glory as we seek to follow 

you –the Way, the Truth and the Life. Amen 

Psalm 

Psalm 129 

The Lord is righteous; he has cut me free from the cords of the wicked 

Let Israel say; “They have greatly oppressed me from my youth, but they have not gained the victory 

over me. Ploughmen have ploughed my back and made their furrows long. 

But :- 

The Lord is righteous; he has cut me free from the cords of the wicked 

May all who hate Zion  be turned back in shame. May they be like grass on the roof,  which withers 

before it can grow; 

The Lord is righteous; he has cut me free from the cords of the wicked 

“The blessing of the Lord be on you; we bless you in the name of the Lord.” 

Old Testament  

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are 

seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says 

the Lord Almighty.                                                                                                                                                                                        

But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a 

refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap.  He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the 

Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in 

righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in days 

gone by, as in former years. 

Epistle  

Philippians 1 v 3-11 

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy  

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,  being confident of this, that 

he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.                                                     

It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in 

chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.  God can 

testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.                                                                                                  

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,  
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so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 

filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

Gospel  

Luke 3 v 1-6  

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 

Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 

Abilene— during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 

prophet:  “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight 

paths for him. Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads 

shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 

Post Communion 

May you leave here drenched with the longing for peace and make justice blossom on the earth. 

Advent 3  

Opening Sentence  

Shine the light of new life upon us, to open our eyes to all that is truth. 

Collect  

Great God, May The hallowing of your Name echo through the universe!  The Way of your Justice be 

followed by the people of the world!  Your Heavenly will be done by all created beings!  Your 

Commonwealth of Peace and Freedom sustain our hope and come on earth! This we pray.  

Psalm  

Psalm 16  

Keep me safe, my God, for in you I take refuge. 

I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing. ”I say of the holy people 

who are in the land, “They are the noble ones in whom is all my delight.” 

Keep me safe, my God, for in you I take refuge. 

Those who run after other gods will suffer more and more. I will not pour out libations of blood to 

such gods or take up their names on my lips. 

Keep me safe, my God, for in you I take refuge. 

Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure. The boundary lines have fallen 

for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance. 

Keep me safe, my God, for in you I take refuge. 

I will praise the Lord, who counsels me;  even at night my heart instructs me. I keep my eyes always 

on the Lord.  With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
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Keep me safe, my God, for in you I take refuge. 

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, because you will not abandon 

me to the realm of the dead nor will you let your faithful one see decay. 

Keep me safe, my God, for in you I take refuge. 

You make known to me the path of life ; you will fill me with joy in your presence,   with eternal 

pleasures at your right hand. 

Old Testament  

Zephaniah 3 v 14-20  

Sing, O daughter of Zion!  Shout, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart ,O daughter of 

Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your judgments ,He has cast out your enemy. The King of Israel, 

the Lord, is in your midst; You shall see disaster no more.                                                                                                                              

In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:                                                                                                                                   

“Do not fear; Zion, let not your hands be weak. The Lord your God in your midst, The Mighty One, 

will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over 

you with singing.”                                                                                                                                                                                          

“I will gather those who sorrow over the appointed assembly, Who are among you, To whom its 

reproach is a burden. Behold, at that time I will deal with all who afflict you; I will save the lame, and 

gather those who were driven out; I will appoint them for praise and fame in every land where they 

were put to shame. At that time I will bring you back, Even at the time I gather you; for I will give you 

fame and praise among all the peoples of the earth, when I return your captives before your eyes,” 

Says the Lord. 

Epistle  

Philippians 4 v 4-13 

Brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 

such things.  Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into 

practice. And the God of peace will be with you.                                                                                                                                            

I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were 

concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it.  I am not saying this because I am in need, for I 

have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, and I know 

what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 

whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  I can do all this through him who 

gives me strength. 

Gospel  

Luke 3 v 7-18  

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 

flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up 

children for Abraham. The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not 

produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.                                                                                                                                  

John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone 
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who has food should do the same,                                                                                                                                           

Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”                               

“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.                                                                                        

Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”                                                                                                                                     

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”                              

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be 

the Messiah.                                                                                                                                                           

John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, 

the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 

barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”                                                                                   

And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them. 

Post Communion 

Unite us to all who walk this sacred path with us, to the Spirit which is within, our source and 

support.  

Advent 4  

Opening Sentence 

In light and love and laughter and tears God  is with us. 

Collect  

God of our pilgrimage, you have given us a desire to take the questing way and set out on our 

journey. Help us to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, that whatever we encounter as we travel, we may 

seek to glorify you by the way we live. Amen (From Jenny Child)  

Psalm  

Psalm 80:1-7   

Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, 

 You who lead Joseph like a flock. You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth  before 

Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 

Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, 

Awaken your might; come and save us. Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us,  that we may 

be saved. 

Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, 

How long, God Almighty, will your anger smoulder against the prayers of your people? You have fed 

them with the bread of tears;  you have made them drink tears by the bowlful. 

Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, 

You have made us an object of derision to our neighbours, and our enemies mock us.                                        

Restore us, God Almighty;  make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. 

Hear us, Shepherd of Israel. 
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Old Testament  

Micah 5 v 2-4, 

You, Bethlehem Ephrathah,  though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for 

me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”                                                                                

Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labour bears a son, and the rest 

of his brothers return to join the Israelites. He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the 

Lord in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they will live securely, for then his 

greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.  

Epistle  

Hebrews 10 v 5-10 

When Christ came into the world, he said:                                                                                                              

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,  but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and 

sin offerings you were not pleased.                                                                                                                                                                 

Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— I have come to do your will, my God.’”                        

First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were 

you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with the law.                                                                         

Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second.  

And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for 

all. 

Gospel  

Luke 1 v 39-55 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea,  where she entered 

Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in 

her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are 

you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!  But why am I so favoured, that the 

mother of my Lord should come to me?  As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 

baby in my womb leaped for joy.  Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfil his 

promises to her!” 

And Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,                                                                                     

for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.                                                                                              

From now on all generations will call me blessed,  for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 

holy is his name.                                                                                                                                                                       

His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty 

deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought 

down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble.                                                                                                 

He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.                                                                          

He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants 

forever, just as he promised our ancestors.” 

Post Communion 

Triune God, ever leading us, strengthen us as we walk with you.  
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Christmas Eve 

Opening Sentence 

As with gladness those of old did the guiding star behold, so, most gracious Lord may we, ever more 

be led by thee.  

Collect  

Dear Jesus Christ, you are come as light of the world, We ask you to shine in the dark places in our 

world, places where people are hurting and are hurt by others, places at war  even at this holy time, 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Psalm  

Psalm 96 

Ascribe to the Lord, all you family of nations ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. Ascribe to the 

Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts. 

Worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 

Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved;  he 

will judge the peoples with equity. Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 

Worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 

  Let the sea resound, and all that is in it. Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the 

trees of the forest sing for joy. Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes, 

Worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 

 He comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his 

faithfulness. 

Worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth. 

Old Testament 

Isaiah 9 v 6-7 

To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.                                            

And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.                               

Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.                                                        

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 

righteousness from that time on and forever.                                                                                                               

The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

Epistle  

Titus 2 v 11-14  

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.  It teaches us to say “No” to 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 

age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, 

Jesus Christ,  who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a 

people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
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Gospel  

Luke 2 v 1-20 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 

world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And 

everyone went to their own town to register.                                                                                                                                           

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, 

who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time 

came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 

and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified.                                                                                                                                                                                      

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 

the people.  Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”                            

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,            

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”                                                                 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When 

they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 1and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.                                                                                                  

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.                                                                                  

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 

which were just as they had been told. 

Post Communion 

Let every voice give praise to God, and glorify his Son and bless the holy breath of life till worlds and 

time are done.  

Christmas Day 

Opening Sentence 

God’s love for us was revealed when God sent his only Son into the world so that we could have life 

through him. 

Collect  

All praise to you our mighty God, who sent your Son into our world. Grant us that, as we are born 

again in him, so  may he dwell continually with us. Amen  

Psalm  

Psalm 113 v 1-6  

Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, you his servants;       
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Praise the name of the Lord. Let the name of the Lord be praised,  both now and forevermore. From 

the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, you his servants;       

The Lord is exalted over all the nations, his glory above the heavens. Who is like the Lord our God,  

the One who sits enthroned on high, who stoops down to look  on the heavens and the earth? 

Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, you his servants;       

Old Testament  

  Isaiah 62 v 6-12,   

I have posted watchmen on your walls, Jerusalem; they will never be silent day or night. You who 

call on the Lord,  give yourselves no rest, and  give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem and 

makes her the praise of the earth. 

The Lord has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: 

“Never again will I give your grain  as food for your enemies, and never again will foreigners drink 

the new wine  for which you have toiled; but those who harvest it will eat it  and praise the Lord, and 

those who gather the grapes will drink it   in the courts of my sanctuary.”                                                                      

Pass through, pass through the gates!  Prepare the way for the people. Build up, build up the 

highway!  Remove the stones. Raise a banner for the nations. The Lord has made proclamation   to 

the ends of the earth: 

“Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your Saviour comes! 

See, his reward is with him. And his recompense accompanies him. They will be called the Holy 

People,   the Redeemed of the Lord; and you will be called Sought After, the City No Longer 

Deserted.’”. 

Epistle  

Romans 1 v 1-7 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God—  the 

gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures  regarding his Son, who 

as to his earthly life was a descendant of David,  and who through the Spirit of holiness was 

appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes 

from faith for his name’s sake. and you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to 

Jesus Christ. To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: Grace and peace 

to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel  

Matthew 1 v 18-25, 

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married 

to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.  

Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet[b] did not want to expose her to public 

disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.                                                                                                                            

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 
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son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,[c] 

because he will save his people from their sins.”                                                                                                                                 

All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and 

give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).                                                 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home 

as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him 

the name Jesus. 

Post Communion 

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all mankind shall see it.  

Christmas 1  

Opening Sentence 

Help us to recognise your presence in the world. Help us to recognise ourselves  

Collect  

God almighty, each year you make us glad as we remember the birth of your son Jesus Christ. Grant 

us that as we accept him as our redeemer and saviour, we may go on with confidence and faith into 

whatever you have for us. Amen.  

Psalm  

Psalm 50 v 1-6  

From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth. 

The Mighty One, God, the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to where it 

sets. 

From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth. 

Our God comes  and will not be silent; a fire devours before him,  and around him a tempest rages.       

He summons the heavens above, and the earth, that he may judge his people: 

From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth. 

 “Gather to me this consecrated people, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” And the 

heavens proclaim his righteousness, for he is a God of justice. 

From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth. 

Old Testament 

I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord,  the deeds for which he is to be praised,  according to all the 

Lord has done for us—yes, the many good things  he has done for Israel,  according to his 

compassion and many kindnesses.                                                                                                                                                           

He said, “Surely they are my people,  children who will be true to me”; and so he became their 

Saviour.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

In all their distress he too was distressed,  and the angel of his presence saved them. In his love and 

mercy he redeemed them;  he lifted them up and carried them  all the days of old 
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Epistle  

Galatians 4 v 4-7  

When the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to 

redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption as children of God. Because you are his 

children, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,” So you are 

no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir. 

Gospel  

Matthew 2 v 13-15 and 19-23 

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take 

the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search 

for the child to kill him.”                                                                                                                                                            

So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt,   where he stayed 

until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of 

Egypt I called my son.”                                                                                                                                                                        

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt  and said, “Get up, 

take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the 

child’s life are dead.”                                                                                                                                                        

So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel.  But when he heard that 

Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been 

warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called 

Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

Post Communion 

The word was made flesh, and lived among us, and we beheld his glory. 

Christmas 2  

Opening Sentence 

A place to be apart with God  

Collect  

God in Trinity, the eternal unity of perfect love, gather the nations to be one family and draw us into 

your holy love through the birth of our Emmanuel. Amen          

  Psalm  

Psalm 66 v 1-8  

Shout for joy to God, all the earth!                                                                                                                                           

Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious. Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So 

great is your power  that your enemies cringe before you.     

Shout for joy to God, all the earth!                                                                                                                                                       

All the earth bows down to you;  they sing praise to you ,they sing the praises of your name. Come 

and see what God has done, his awesome deeds for mankind! 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth! 
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He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through the waters on foot— come, let us rejoice in 

him. He rules forever by his power, his eyes watch the nations— let not the rebellious rise up against 

him. 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth! 

Praise our God, all peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard; 

Old Testament 

Isaiah 61 v 10, 11 – 62  

I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God for he has clothed me with garments of 

salvation and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness ,as a bridegroom adorns his head like a 

priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.                                                                                                             

For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign Lord 

will make righteousness sand praise spring up before all nations.                                                                                   

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, till her vindication 

shines out like the dawn,  her salvation like a blazing torch.                                                                                                 

The nations will see your vindication, and all kings your glory; you will be called by a new name that 

the mouth of the Lord will bestow.                                                                                                                                      

You will be a crown of splendour in the Lord’s hand,  a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

Epistle  

Ephesians  1 v 3-6 and v 15-23 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 

with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him, before the creation of the world, to be 

holy and blameless in his sight.  In love he predestined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 

Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has 

freely given us in the One he loves.                                                                                                                                                                        

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s 

people,  I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit[a] of wisdom and 

revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 

in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is 

the same as the mighty strength  he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at 

his right hand in the heavenly realms,  far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 

every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed 

all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

Gospel  

John  1 v 19-28  

This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

“Who are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”  And they 

asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 

answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent 

us. What do you say about yourself?”  He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight[a] the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”                                                                              
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(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.)  They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you 

are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”  John answered them, “I baptize with water, but 

among you stands one you do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 

am not worthy to untie.” These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was 

baptizing. 

Post Communion 

We thank you God for fellowship around the table, for forgiveness offered and received, bread and 

wine shared in faith and hope rekindled once again.  

Epiphany  

Opening Sentence  

We come to you our God, knowing your steadfast love endures always 

Collect  

Eternal God, who by a shining star, led the wise ones from the East to the worship of your Son, we 

pray you guide by his light all the peoples of earth, that all may see your glory in its fullness, through 

Jesus Chris tour Lord.  

Psalm  

Psalm 72 v 1-8  

Endow the king with your justice, O God,  the royal son with your righteousness. 

May he judge your people in righteousness,  your afflicted ones with justice. May the mountains 

bring prosperity to the people,  the hills the fruit of righteousness. 

Endow the king with your justice, O God,  the royal son with your righteousness. 

May he defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the need ; may he crush the 

oppressor. 

Endow the king with your justice, O God,  the royal son with your righteousness. 

May he endure as long as the sun,  as long as the moon, through all generations .May he be like rain 

falling on a mown field,   like showers watering the earth. 

Endow the king with your justice, O God,  the royal son with your righteousness. 

In his days may the righteous flourish  and prosperity abound till the moon is no more. May he rule 

from sea to sea  and from the River[b] to the ends of the earth. 

Old Testament  

Isaiah 6 v 1-7  

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train 

of his robe filled the temple.  Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they 

covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  And they were 

calling to one another: 
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“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 

smoke.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 

unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”                                                                                              

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 

taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

Epistle  

Ephesians 3 v 1-12. 

I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—Surely you have heard about the 

administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, that is, the mystery made known to me 

by revelation, as I have already written briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able to understand 

my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to people in other generations as 

it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets.  This mystery is that 

through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and 

sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.                                                                                                                              

I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his 

power.  Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach 

to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ,  and to make plain to everyone the administration of 

this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.  His intent was that 

now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly realms,  according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence 

Gospel  

Matthew 2 v 1-12  

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came 

to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 

when it rose and have come to worship him.”                                                                                                                    

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  When he had called 

together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah 

was to be born.  “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:-

“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah ;for out 

of you will come a ruler  who will shepherd my people Israel.’”                                                                                                                                                     

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared.  

He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, 

report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”                                                                                                       

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they 

were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 

down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they 

returned to their country by another route. 

Post Communion 
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Keep faith with us O God, so that we may lead others into your love and away from all that would 

destroy.  

Epiphany 1 

Opening Sentence 

Let our gladness have no end, for to earth did Christ descend. 

Collect  

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship Christ the Infant Lord in days of old, 

guide us in our times and sustain us that we too may reach our journey’s end with Christ Jesus our 

Lord.  

Psalm  

Psalm 36 v 5-10  

Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. 

Your righteousness is like the highest mountains ,your justice like the great deep.                                                             

You, Lord, preserve both people and animals. 

Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. 

How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge in the shadow of your wings. They 

feast on the abundance of your house;  you give them drink from your river of delights. 

Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens,  your faithfulness to the skies. 

For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. Continue your love to those who know 

you, your righteousness to the upright in heart. 

Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. 

Continue your love to those who know you,  your righteousness to the upright in heart. How 

priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens,  your faithfulness to the skies.  

Continue your love to those who know you,  your righteousness to the upright in heart. 

Old Testament  

Isaiah 49 v 8-11 

This is what the Lord says: 

“In the time of my favour I will answer you, and in the day of salvation I will help you; I will keep you 

and will make you   to be a covenant for the people, to restore the land  and to reassign its desolate 

inheritances, to say to the captives, ‘Come out,’ and to those in darkness, ‘Be free!’ “They will feed 

beside the roads and find pasture on every barren hill. They will neither hunger nor thirst,  nor will 

the desert heat or the sun beat down on them.                                                                                                                   

He who has compassion on them will guide them and lead them beside springs of water. I  will turn 

all my mountains into roads, and my highways will be raised up. 
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New Testament  

I Corinthians 1 v 1-9. 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, To the 

church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people, together 

with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours:  Grace 

and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.                                                                                          

I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For in him you have 

been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge— God thus confirming 

our testimony about Christ among you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly 

wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will 

be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship 

with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Gospel  

John 1 v 29-41  

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed 

me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with 

water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”                                                                                                                  

Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on 

him. And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The 

man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy 

Spirit.’  I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”                                                                                               

The next day John was there again with two of his disciples.  When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, 

“Look, the Lamb of God!”                                                                                                                                              

When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw them 

following and asked, “What do you want?”                                                                                                                                       

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”                                                                   

“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”                                                                                                                                 

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in 

the afternoon.                                                                                                                                                                      

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had 

followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have 

found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 

Post Communion 

He walks with God who, as he onward moves, follows the footsteps of the Lord he loves, and, 

keeping him ever in their view, their Saviour sees and his example too.  

Epiphany 2  

Opening Sentence  

His love has no limits, his grace has no measure, his power no boundary known unto us.  

Collect  

God of Epiphany, we are drawn to your feet in worship, your creation facing its creator, hearts laid 

bare by your light. We come to you as a people in need of healing and wholeness. We come 
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dependent upon your love .Draw us close. Enfold us in your arms. Fill us with your Spirit that we 

might reflect your light within this dark world, speak your Word with boldness and draw others to 

your feet. We ask this through your dear Son Jesus Christ .Amen 

Psalm  

Psalm 145 v 1-12 

I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. 

Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever. Great is the Lord and most worthy 

of praise; his greatness no one can fathom. One generation commends your works to another  they 

tell of your mighty acts. 

I will exalt you, my God the King;  I will praise your name for ever and ever. 

They speak of the glorious splendour of your majesty—and I will meditate on your wonderful works. 

They tell of the power of your awesome works—  and I will proclaim your great deeds.T hey 

celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 

I will exalt you, my God the King;  I will praise your name for ever and ever. 

The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. The Lord is good to all; he 

has compassion on all he has made. All your works praise you, Lord;  your faithful people extol you. 

They tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might, 

I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. 

So that all people may know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendour of your kingdom. 

Old Testament  

Isaiah 9 v 1-4  

There will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of 

Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honour Galilee of the nations, by the Way 

of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 

living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.                                                                                               

You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you  as people rejoice at 

the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder.                                                                                               

For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them,  the bar across 

their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 

Epistle  

I Corinthians 1 v 10-17 

I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with 

one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly 

united in mind and thought. My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed 

me that there are quarrels among you.  What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; 

another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”                                                       

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul?  I thank God 

that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, so no one can say that you were baptized 

in my name.  (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I 
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baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with 

wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

Gospel 

Matthew 4 v 12-23 

When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee.  Leaving Nazareth, he 

went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— to fulfill 

what was said through the prophet Isaiah: 

“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,  the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,  Galilee of the 

Gentiles—the people living in darkness   have seen a great light ;on those living in the land of the 

shadow of death  a light has dawned.” 

 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” As 

Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother 

Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  “Come, follow me,” Jesus 

said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.”  At once they left their nets and followed him. 

 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They 

were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately 

they left the boat and their father and followed him.                                                                                                      

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 

Post Communion 

May our faith look up to thee, lamb of Calvary  

Epiphany 3  

Opening Sentence  

Great Spirit of God, Shine the new Light of Days on our lives.  

Collect  

Lord, in a time of disruption open our eyes to see how we are part of the disorder around us. Forgive 

us and renew in us the search for peace so that trust may take the place of suspicion and friendship 

replace fear, this we pray.    

Psalm  

Psalm 107 v 1-9  

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever .Let the redeemed of the Lord tell 

their story—  those he redeemed from the hand of the foe, 

He satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things. 

Those he gathered from the lands,  from east and west, from north and south. Some wandered in 

desert wastelands ,finding no way to a city where they could settle. They were hungry and thirsty, 

and their lives ebbed away. 

He satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things. 
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Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. He led 

them by a straight way  to a city where they could settle. Let them give thanks to the Lord for his 

unfailing love  and his wonderful deeds for mankind, 

He satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things. 

Old Testament 

Exodus 33 v 12 -23 

Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me 

know whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favour 

with me.’  If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find 

favour with you. Remember that this nation is your people.”                                                                                 

The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”                                                                           

Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. How 

will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What 

else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”                                    

And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you 

and I know you by name.”   Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”    

And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, 

the Lord, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion 

on whom I will have compassion.  But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me 

and live.”  Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When 

my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have 

passed by.  Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.” 

Epistle 

1 John 1 v 1-7 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 

we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.  The 

life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was 

with the Father and has appeared to us.  We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that 

you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus 

Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.  

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 

darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do 

not live out the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

Gospel  

John 2 v 1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.  Jesus 

and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 

said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to 

me? My hour has not yet come.”  His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  Now 

standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or 

thirty gallons.  Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim.  He 
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said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it.  When the 

steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 

servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom  and said to him, 

“Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become 

drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”  Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 

Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

Post Communion 

Be who you are in God and be blessed in all that you are in Him. 

Epiphany 4  

Opening sentence  

Lord, let in your peace  

Collect  

As I turn towards you O God, let my worship this day be a new beginning: cleanse my soul Lord, and 

accept my offering of praise and prayer, through Christ Jesus, Saviour and Brother.  

Psalm  

Psalm 48 v 9-14 

Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your unfailing love. 

Like your name, O God, your praise reaches to the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with 

righteousness. Mount Zion rejoices, the villages of Judah are glad because of your judgments. 

Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your unfailing love. 

Walk about Zion, go around her, count her towers, consider well her ramparts,  view her citadels 

,that you may tell of them  to the next generation. 

Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your unfailing love. 

For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even to the end. 

Old Testament  

Zephaniah 2 v 3, 3 v 9-13 

Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek righteousness, seek 

humility;  perhaps you will be sheltered  on the day of the Lord’s anger 

 “Then I will purify the lips of the peoples,  that all of them may call on the name of the Lord and 

serve him shoulder to shoulder. From beyond the rivers of Cush my worshipers, my scattered 

people, will bring me offerings. On that day you, Jerusalem, will not be put to shame  for all the 

wrongs you have done to me, because I will remove from you your arrogant boasters. Never again 

will you be haughty on my holy hill. But I will leave within you the meek and humble. The remnant of 

Israel will trust in the name of the Lord. They will do no wrong; they will tell no lies. A deceitful 

tongue will not be found in their mouths. They will eat and lie down and no one will make them 

afraid.” 
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Epistle  

I Corinthians 3 v 10-17  

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on 

it. But each one should build with care.  For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 

already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly 

stones, wood, hay or straw, 1their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to 

light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work.  If what has 

been built survives, the builder will receive a reward.  If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss 

but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames.                                  

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?  If 

anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you 

together are that temple. 

Gospel  

John 2 v 13-22 

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  In the temple courts 

he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So 

he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he 

scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he 

said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!”  His disciples 

remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”                                                                            

The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”         

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”                                                          

They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three 

days?”  But the temple he had spoken of was his body.  After he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had 

spoken. 

Post Communion 

Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labour in vain. Give glory to the Father and to 

the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now , and ever shall be .Amen.  

Epiphany 5  

Opening Sentence  

Lord , open our lips, that our mouths may declare your praise  

Collect  

Lord look down from your heavenly throne and illuminate this place. Banish all thoughts and deeds 

of darkness from us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Psalm  

Psalm 36 v 1-9  

With you is the fountain of life;  in your light we see light 
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I have a message from God in my heart concerning the sinfulness of the wicked: there is no fear of 

God before their eyes. In their own eyes they flatter themselves too much to detect or hate their sin. 

With you is the fountain of life;  in your light we see light 

The words of their mouths are wicked and deceitful;  they fail to act wisely or do good. Even on their 

beds they plot evil;  they commit themselves to a sinful course and do not reject what is wrong. 

With you is the fountain of life;  in your light we see light. 

Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. Y our righteousness is like the 

highest mountains, your justice like the great deep. You, Lord, preserve both people and animals. 

With you is the fountain of life;  in your light we see light 

How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! People take refuge in the shadow of your wings. They 

feast on the abundance of your house; you give them drink from your river of delights. 

For with you is the fountain of life;  in your light we see light. 

Old Testament  

Isaiah 58 v 5-10 

Is this the kind of fast I have chosen,  only a day for people to humble themselves? Is it only for 

bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day 

acceptable to the Lord?                                                                                                                                                            

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of 

the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not to share your food with the 

hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe them 

,and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 

and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness[a] will go before you, and the glory of 

the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, 

and he will say:                                                                                                                                                                                  

Here am I. If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk 

,and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry  and satisfy the needs of the oppressed ,then 

your light will rise in the darkness  and your night will become like the noonday. 

Epistle  

I Corinthians 2 v 1-5  

So it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or 

human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing 

while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  I came to you in weakness with great fear 

and trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a 

demonstration of the Spirit’s power,  so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on 

God’s power. 

Gospel 

Matthew 5 v 13-20 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is 

no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of 



OCAC Liturgy Year 2  

 

 ��  

 

the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 

bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let 

your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 

but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not 

the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.  

Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others 

accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these 

commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  For I tell you that unless your 

righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 

enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Post Communion 

The Lord is our strength and our song. He has become our salvation.  

Epiphany 6  

Opening sentence  

The Lord is great. He is exalted over all the people 

Collect 

Sovereign of the oceans and the skies, we pray to you that you r love may never fail us, your 

friendship never desert us , may paradise open its doors to us, but over all may your will be done. 

Psalm  

Psalm 49 v 1-15 

Hear this, all you peoples;  listen, all who live in this world, 

Both low and high, rich and poor alike: my mouth will speak words of wisdom; the meditation of my 

heart will give you understanding. 

Hear this, all you peoples;  listen, all who live in this world, 

I will turn my ear to a proverb; with the harp I will expound my riddle: Why should I fear when evil 

days come,  when wicked deceivers surround me those who trust in their wealth and boast of their 

great riches? 

Hear this, all you peoples;  listen, all who live in this world, 

No one can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for them—the ransom for a life is 

costly, no payment is ever enough—so that they should live on forever and not see decay. 

Hear this, all you peoples;  listen, all who live in this world, 

For all can see that the wise die,  that the foolish and the senseless also perish,  leaving their wealth 

to others. Their tombs will remain their houses  forever,  their dwellings for endless generations, 

though they had named lands after themselves. 

Hear this, all you peoples;  listen, all who live in this world,         
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 People, despite their wealth, do not endure;  they are like the beasts that perish. This is the fate of 

those who trust in themselves, and of their followers, who approve their sayings. They are like sheep 

and are destined to die; death will be their shepherd. 

Hear this, all you peoples;  listen, all who live in this world,         

The upright will prevail over them in the morning. Their forms will decay in the grave,  far from their 

princely mansions. But God will redeem me from the realm of the dead;  he will surely take me to 

himself.,  

Old Testament  

Deuteronomy 30 v 15-20  

See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil.  If you obey the commandments of 

the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, 

and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, 

and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it.  But if 

your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve 

them,  I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you 

are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, 

that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your 

offspring may live,  loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your 

life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to 

Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

Epistle  

I Corinthians 2 v 6-13, 

Among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of 

this age, who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which 

God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they 

had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for 

those who love him”— 

These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the 

depths of God.  For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? 

So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  Now we have received 

not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things 

freely given us by God.  And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 

Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

Gospel  

Matthew 5 v 21-37  

You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks 

at someone lustfully has already committed adultery with them in their heart. If your right eye 

causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your 

body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to stumble, 

cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole 

body to go into hell. 
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 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I tell you 

that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, 

and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.                                                                                     

“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfil to 

the Lord the vows you have made.’  But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it 

is God’s throne;  or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great 

King.  And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black.  All you 

need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one. 

Post Communion 

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which endures forever and cannot be moved.  

Epiphany 7 Septuagesima 

Opening Sentence  

Say among the nations ’The Lord reigns’. 

Collect  

Look at us Lord, our hands are empty, our hearts are hungry. What do we want?                                             

We are hungry for you, God our creator, hungry for a world where people are loved and affirmed. 

Hungry for you Holy Spirit, hungry for community, for celebration, but also for peace and justice. We 

hunger for change O Christ.  

Psalm  

Psalm 41 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 

Blessed are those who have regard for the weak the Lord delivers them in times of trouble. The Lord 

protects and preserves them— they are counted among the blessed in the land—  he does not give 

them over to the desire of their foes. 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 

The Lord sustains them on their sickbed and restores them from their bed of illness.                                                         

I said, “Have mercy on me, Lord;  heal me, for I have sinned against you.”                                                                                                       

My enemies say of me in malice, “When will he die and his name perish?” 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 

When one of them comes to see me, he speaks falsely, while his heart gathers slander, then he goes 

out and spreads it around. All my enemies whisper together against me;  they imagine the worst for 

me, saying, 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 

 “A vile disease has afflicted him; he will never get up from the place where he lies. ”Even my close 

friend,  someone I trusted, one who shared my bread, has turned against me .But may you have 

mercy on me, Lord; raise me up, that I may repay them. 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 
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I know that you are pleased with me, for my enemy does not triumph over me. Because of my 

integrity you uphold me and set me in your presence forever. 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting .Amen and Amen.  

Old Testament,  

Isaiah 30 v 18-21 

The Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show you compassion. For the Lord 

is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him!                                                                                                  

People of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no more. How gracious he will be when you cry 

for help! As soon as he hears, he will answer you. Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity 

and the water of affliction, your teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see 

them.  Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, 

“This is the way; walk in it. 

Epistle  

2 Corinthians 1 v 18-22 

As surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not “Yes” and “No.” For the Son of God, Jesus 

Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me and Silas[a] and Timothy—was not “Yes” and 

“No,” but in him it has always been “Yes.”  For no matter how many promises God has made, they 

are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.  Now it is 

God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, 

and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

Gospel 

Mark 2 v 1-12 

When Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. They gathered in 

such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the 

word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. Since they 

could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by 

digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on.                                                                             

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”                                                                             

Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow talk 

like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”                                                                                        

Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he 

said to them, “Why are you thinking these things?  Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, 

‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?  But I want you to know that the 

Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, “I tell you, get up, take 

your mat and go home.”  He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This 

amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 

Post Communion 

Live always in the light of Christ, light of the world.  
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Epiphany  8 Sexagesima 

Opening Sentence 

Your righteousness is as high as the mountains, your justice as deep as the sea.  

Collect 

Lord, may we be your loving and peaceful people. May we come to know that our peace and the 

world’s peace are not separate things, but that peace in the world can only come if we search for 

ways of justice right where we are. Give us the courage to act  in ways which result in greater justice 

for all. This we pray, Amen.  

Psalm 

Psalm 103 v 13-18  

As tenderly as parents treat their children so God has compassion on those who worship him;  

For God  knows how we are formed, and remembers that we are dust. The life of mortals is like 

grass, they flourish like a flower of the field; the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place 

remembers it no more. But from everlasting to everlasting 

As tenderly as parents treat their children so God has compassion on those who worship him; 

 The Lord’s love is with those who fear him, and righteousness with their children’s children—with 

those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts 

As tenderly as parents treat their children so God has compassion on those who worship him; 

Old Testament 

2nd Kings 5 v 1-14 

Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of 

his master and highly regarded, because through him the Lord had given victory to Aram. He was a 

valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.                                                                                                                                                         

Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and 

she served Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet who is 

in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”                                                                                                                                 

Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said.  “By all means, go,” the 

king of Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten 

talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. The letter that he took to the 

king of Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure 

him of his leprosy.”                                                                                                                                                                                

As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill and 

bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he 

is trying to pick a quarrel with me!”                                                                                                                                    

When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this 

message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is 

a prophet in Israel.” So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of 

Elisha’s house.  Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, 
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and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.”                                                                                                                 

But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand 

and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy.  

Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I 

wash in them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went off in a rage.                                                                                                    

Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great 

thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be 

cleansed’!” So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had 

told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. 

Epistle  

2 Corinthians 3 v 1-6 

Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of 

recommendation to you or from you? You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known 

and read by everyone.  You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written 

not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human 

hearts. 

 Such confidence we have through Christ before God.  Not that we are competent in ourselves to 

claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God.  God alone has made us 

competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but 

the Spirit gives life. 

Gospel  

Mark 2 v 18-22 

Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus, “How is it 

that John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not?”                                             

Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? They cannot, so 

long as they have him with them.  But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from 

them, and on that day they will fast.                                                                                                                                            

“No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. Otherwise, the new piece will pull away 

from the old, making the tear worse.  And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the 

wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new 

wine into new wineskins.” 

Post Communion 

Go now and walk with Jesus, listen to his words and join him on his journey  



OCAC Liturgy Year 2  

 

 ��  

 

Quinquagesima 

Opening Sentence 

He walks with God who speaks to God in prayer. A heart’s refreshment and a soul’s repose. 

Collect  

O Lord, let your love dissolve our hard hearts. Let your love raise us up  .May your love reveal to us 

joy beyond our furthest imagination. May we exhaust our souls in praise of your love. May we come 

to love you more than we love ourselves, and may that love be only for your sake. And Lord, when 

we see others , may we see your light shining in them, so that we may love them too. Amen.   

Psalm 

Psalm 84 v 5 - 12 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 

As they pass through the Valley of Baka, they make it a place of springs;  the autumn rains also cover 

it with pools. They go from strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion. 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 

Hear my prayer, Lord God Almighty;  listen to me, God of Jacob, look on our shield ,O God;  look with 

favour on your anointed one. 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 

Better is one day in your courts  than a thousand elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 

house of my God  than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favour and honour; no good thing does he 

withhold from those whose walk is blameless. 

Lord Almighty, blessed is the one who trusts in you. 

Old Testament  

Jeremiah 7 v 1-11, 

This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord:  “Stand at the gate of the Lord’s house and 

there proclaim this message: 

‘Hear the word of the Lord, all you people of Judah who come through these gates to worship the 

Lord.  This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Reform your ways and your actions, and 

I will let you live in this place.  Do not trust in deceptive words and say, “This is the temple of the 

Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord!”  If you really change your ways and your 

actions and deal with each other justly, if you do not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the 

widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own 

harm, then I will let you live in this place, in the land I gave your ancestors for ever and ever. 8 But 

look, you are trusting in deceptive words that are worthless. 

“‘Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal and follow other 

gods you have not known,  and then come and stand before me in this house, which bears my 
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Name, and say, “We are safe”—safe to do all these detestable things?  Has this house, which bears 

my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But I have been watching! declares the Lord. 

Epistle 

You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, 

gloom and storm;  to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it 

begged that no further word be spoken to them,  because they could not bear what was 

commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” The sight was so 

terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 

But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have 

come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,  to the church of the firstborn, 

whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the 

righteous made perfect,  to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 

speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

 See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who 

warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from 

heaven?  At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake 

not only the earth but also the heavens. The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can 

be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 

 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so 

worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,  for our “God is a consuming fire.” 

Gospel 

John 4 v 19-26 

Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet.  Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, 

but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 

 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on 

this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what 

we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the 

Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 

 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain 

everything to us.” 

 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 

Post Communion 

May the challenge of loving faith include you, for love without courage is but sentiment.  
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Ash Wednesday  

Opening Sentence  

Here, Lord, assembled in your name, your work to do, your help we claim  

Collect 

Grant O God, that we may begin this time of holy fasting able to take up our weapons of Christian 

service, that we may fight against all spiritual evils,  and we ask that you strengthen us in our self 

restraint, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who went through the desert places and who now reigns 

with you in unity with the Spirit, one God for eternity. 

Psalm  

Psalm 51 v 1-6  

Have mercy on me, O God,  according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot 

out my transgressions. 

Wash away all my iniquity  and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is 

always before me. 

Have mercy on me, O God,  according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot 

out my transgressions. 

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your 

verdict  and justified when you judge. 

Have mercy on me, O God,  according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot 

out my transgressions. 

Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. Yet you desired 

faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 

Have mercy on me, O God,  according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot 

out my transgressions. 

Old Testament  

Joel 2 v 12-18  

Even now, rend your heart   and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God,  for he is gracious 

and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.   

Who knows? He may turn and relent and leave behind a blessing—grain offerings and drink offerings 

for the Lord your God.                                                                                                                                                         

Blow the trumpet in Zion,  declare a holy fast, call a sacred assembly. Gather the people, consecrate 

the assembly; bring together the elders,   gather the children, those nursing at the breast. Let the 

bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber.                                                                                                        

Let the priests, who minister before the Lord, weep between the portico and the altar .Let them say, 

“Spare your people, Lord. Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn,  a byword among the 

nations.                                                                                                                                                                                         
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Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”                                                                                   

Then the Lord was jealous for his land and took pity on his people. 

Epistle  

2 Corinthians 5 v19b- 6 v 2 

He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 

though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 

God.  God made him who had no sin to be sin[b] for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.  For he says, 

“In the time of my favour I heard you,  and in the day of salvation I helped you.” 

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation. 

Gospel 

Matthew 6 v 1-6  

Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you 

will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not announce it 

with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by others. 

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.  But when you give to the needy, do not let 

your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.                                                                                                              

And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues 

and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in 

full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. 

Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

Post Communion 

His love has no limits, his grace has no measure, his power no boundary known unto us.  

Lent 1  

Opening Sentence 

Today Lord, nurture the seed of the word in us we ask  

Collect 

Holy God, as we come into this special season our lives are laid open before you. Rescue us Lord 

from all that is chaotic and harmful, and, through the sacrifice of your Son, bring us to the place of 

healing and wholeness. In Jesus Christ our Saviour, Amen. 

Psalm  

Psalm 77 

I cried out to God with my voice—to God with my voice ; and He gave ear to me. 
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In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; My hand was stretched out in the night without ceasing; 

My soul refused to be comforted. I remembered God, and was troubled ;I complained, and my spirit 

was overwhelmed. Selah 

I cried out to God with my voice—to God with my voice ; and He gave ear to me. 

You hold my eyelids open; I am so troubled that I cannot speak. I have considered the days of old, 

The years of ancient times .I call to remembrance my song in the night; I meditate within my heart, 

And my spirit makes diligent search. 

I cried out to God with my voice—to God with my voice ; and He gave ear to me. 

Will the Lord cast off forever? And will He be favourable no more? Has His mercy ceased forever? 

Has His promise failed forevermore? Has God forgotten to be gracious? Has He in anger shut up His 

tender mercies? Selah And I said, “This is my anguish; 

I cried out to God with my voice—to God with my voice ; and He gave ear to me.   

  I will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High. I will remember the works of the 

Lord; Surely I will remember Your wonders of old. I will also meditate on all Your work, Your way, O 

God, is in the sanctuary; Who is so great a God as our God? 

I cried out to God with my voice—to God with my voice ; and He gave ear to me. 

You are the God who does wonders; You have declared Your strength among the peoples .You have 

with Your arm redeemed Your people, The sons of Jacob and Joseph. Selah The waters saw You, O 

God; The waters saw You, they were afraid; The depths also trembled. 

I cried out to God with my voice—to God with my voice ; and He gave ear to me. 

The clouds poured out water; The skies sent out a sound; Your arrows also flashed about. The voice 

of Your thunder was in the whirlwind;T he lightning lit up the world; The earth trembled and shook 

Your way was in the sea, Your path in the great waters, And Your footsteps were not known. 

I cried out to God with my voice—to God with my voice ; and He gave ear to me. 

You led Your people like a flock. 

I cried out to God with my voice—to God with my voice ; and He gave ear to me. 

Old Testament  

Genesis 2 v 7-9 

The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 

and man became a living soul. 

 And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had 

formed. 

 And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good 

for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

Epistle  

Hebrews 2 v 14 – end  
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Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he 

might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—  and free those 

who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is not angels he helps, but 

Abraham’s descendants.  For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in 

order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might 

make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is 

able to help those who are being tempted. 

New Testament  

Matthew 4 v 1-11, 

Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted[a] by the devil. After fasting forty days 

and forty nights, he was hungry.  The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell 

these stones to become bread.” 

 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.” 

 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If 

you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will 

not strike your foot against a stone.’[c]” 

 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” 

 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 

and their splendour. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve 

him only.’” 

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

Post Communion 

May we say’ My heart is fixed eternal God, fixed on you, and my unchanging  choice is Christ for me.’ 

Lent 2  

Opening Sentence 

Thy kingdom come O God, thy rule O Christ begin. 

Collect 

God in heaven, as we ponder upon your passion, let nothing distract us .Draw us we pray, ever 

closer that we might find you in forgiveness and peace. This we pray for all your people, that the 

message of reconciliation and love may reach each heart. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Psalm 18 v 18-26 

They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the Lord was my support.  



OCAC Liturgy Year 2  

 

 ��  

 

He brought me out into a spacious place; He rescued me because he delighted in me 

The Lord has dealt with me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands 

he has rewarded me .For I have kept the ways of the Lord;   I am not guilty of turning from my God. 

He brought me out into a spacious place;  He rescued me because he delighted in me 

All his laws are before me; I have not turned away from his decrees .I have been blameless before 

him and have kept myself from sin. 

He brought me out into a spacious place; He rescued me because he delighted in me 

The Lord has rewarded me according to my righteousness,  according to the cleanness of my hands 

in his sight. To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself blameless, 

to the pure you show yourself pure,  but to the devious you show yourself shrewd. 

He brought me out into a spacious place; He rescued me because he delighted in me 

Old Testament  

Genesis 7 v 17-end  

Noah, his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives entered the ark with him before the flood waters 

arrived. From both clean and unclean animals, from birds, and from everything that crawls on the 

ground, two by two, male and female, they entered the ark to join Noah, just as God had 

commanded. 

Seven days later, the flooding started.  On the seventeenth day of the second month, when Noah 

was 600 years old, all the springs of the great deep burst open, the floodgates of the heavens were 

opened, and it rained throughout the earth for 40 days and 40 nights. On that very day, Noah 

entered the ark with his sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth, Noah’s wife, his sons’ three wives with them,  

along with every species of wild animal ,livestock, crawling creature, bird, and every creature that 

has wings. Two of each living creature entered the ark with Noah.  The males and females of each 

living creature entered the ark, just as God had commanded. Then the Lord sealed them inside. 

 The flood continued throughout the earth for 40 days, while the flood waters increased, lifting the 

ark so that it rose above the surface of the earth. The flood waters continued to surge, increasing 

throughout the earth, while the ark floated on the surface of the flood water. The flood water 

surged even higher throughout the earth, until all the highest mountains under the sky were 

covered. The flood waters rose 15 cubits above the mountains. Every living thing on earth died—

flying creatures, livestock, wildlife, all creatures that swarm over the earth, and all human beings.  

Everything that breathed and everything that had lived on dry land died.  All existing creatures that 

had lived on the surface of the ground were annihilated, from humans to livestock, from crawling 

creatures to birds of the sky. They were wiped off the earth. Only Noah remained, along with those 

who were with him in the ark.  The flood waters surged over the earth for 150 days. 

Epistle  

I John 3 v 1-10. 

See what kind of love the Father has given us: We are called God’s children—and that is what we 

are! For this reason the world does not recognize us, because it did not recognize him, either. 

 Dear friends, we are now God’s children, but what we will be like has not been revealed yet. We 

know that when the Messiah is revealed, we will be like him, because we will see him as he is. And 
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everyone who has this hope based on him keeps himself pure, just as the Messiah is pure. Everyone 

who keeps living in sin also practices disobedience. In fact, sin is disobedience.  You know that the 

Messiah was revealed to take away sins, and there is not any sin in him. No one who remains in 

union with him keeps on sinning. The one who keeps on sinning hasn’t seen him or known him. 

Little children, don’t let anyone deceive you. The person who practices righteousness is righteous, 

just as the Messiah is righteous.  The person who practices sin belongs to the evil one, because the 

Devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason that the Son of God was revealed was to 

destroy what the Devil has been doing.  No one who has been born from God practices sin, because 

God’s seed abides in him. Indeed, he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born from God.  

This is how God’s children and the Devil’s children are distinguished. No person who fails to practice 

righteousness and to love his brother is from God. 

Gospel  

Matthew 12 v 22-32, 

A demon-possessed man who was blind and unable to talk was brought to him. Jesus healed him so 

that the man could speak and see.  All the crowds were amazed and kept saying, “This man isn’t the 

Son of David, is he?” 

 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man drives out demons only by Beelzebul, the 

ruler of the demons.” 

 He knew what they were thinking and told them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is destroyed, 

and every city or household divided against itself will not stand.  So if Satan drives out Satan, he is 

divided against himself. How, then, can his kingdom stand?  If I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by 

whom do your own followers[v] drive them out? That is why they will be your judges!  But if I drive 

out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.  How can someone go 

into a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions without first tying up the strong man? Then 

he can ransack his house.  The person who isn’t with me is against me, and the person who isn’t 

gathering with me is scattering. So I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven, but 

blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.  Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man 

will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or 

in the one to come.” 

Post Communion 

By God’s abundant mercy we join in thankfulness and praise: ever the light of our redeemers victory, 

shines before in the world’s dark ways.  

Lent 3  

Opening Sentence  

Lord we thank you that you are present with us now, so that when we meet together it is heaven on 

earth. 

Collect  

God almighty, by the prayer and discipline of the Lententide may we enter into the mystery of 

Christ’s suffering, and by following his road, come to share in his eternal glory. Amen.  

Psalm 
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Psalm 119, v 97-104, 

Oh, how I love your law!   I meditate on it all day long. 

Your commands are always with me and make me wiser than my enemies. I have more insight than 

all my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes. I have more understanding than the elders, for I 

obey your precepts. 

Oh, how I love your law!   I meditate on it all day long. 

I have kept my feet from every evil path so that I might obey your word.I have not departed from 

your laws,  for you yourself have taught me. How sweet are your words to my taste, 

Oh, how I love your law!   I meditate on it all day long. 

  Sweeter than honey to my mouth! I gain understanding from your precepts;  therefore I hate every 

wrong path. 

Oh, how I love your law!   I meditate on it all day long. 

Old Testament  

Exodus 17 v 3-7  

The people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you 

bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?” 

Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to 

stone me.”                                                                                                                                                                                  

The Lord answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel 

and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will stand there before you 

by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.”                                                   

So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the place Massah and Meribah 

because the Israelites quarrelled and because they tested the Lord saying, “Is the Lord among us or 

not?” 

Epistle 

Romans 5 v 1-11 

Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus the Messiah. 

Through him we have also obtained access by faith[d] into this grace by which we have been 

established, and we boast[e] because of our hope in God’s glory. Not only that, but we also boast[f] 

in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,  endurance produces character, and 

character produces hope. Now this hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 

poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.                                                

For at just the right time, while we were still powerless, the Messiah died for the ungodly.  For it is 

rare for anyone to die for a righteous person, though somebody might be brave enough to die for a 

good person.  But God demonstrates his love for us by the fact that the Messiah died for us while we 

were still sinners.                                                                                                                                                                              

Now that we have been justified by his blood, how much more will we be saved from wrath through 

him!  For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, how 

much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life! Not only that, but we also continue 

to boast about God through our Lord Jesus the Messiah, through whom we have now been 

reconciled. 
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Gospel 

Matthew 16 v 13 -28 

When Jesus had come to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 

the Son of Man is?”                                                                                                                                                        

They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.”                                                                                                                                                                                    

He asked them, “But who do you say I am?”                                                                                                                                 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God!”                                                                      

Then Jesus told him, “How blessed you are, Simon son of Jonah, since flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, though my Father in heaven has. I tell you that you are Peter, and it is on this 

rock[h] that I will build my congregation, and the powers of hell will not conquer it.  I will give you 

the keys to the kingdom from heaven. Whatever you prohibit on earth will have been prohibited in 

heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will have been permitted in heaven.”                                                   

Then he strictly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.                                                                

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he would have to go to Jerusalem and 

suffer a great deal because of the elders, the high priests, and the scribes. Then he would be killed, 

but on the third day he would be raised.                                                                                                                              

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God be merciful to you, Lord! This must 

never happen to you!”                                                                                                                                                               

But Jesus turned and told Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are an offense to me, because you are 

not thinking God’s thoughts but human thoughts!” 

 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow me, he must deny himself, pick up his cross, 

and follow me continuously.  Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 

my sake will find it, because what profit will a person have if he gains the whole world and forfeits 

his life? Or what can a person give in exchange for his life? The Son of Man is going to come with his 

angels in his Father’s glory, and then he will repay everyone according to what he has done. I tell all 

of you with certainty, some people standing here will not experience death before they see the Son 

of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

Post Communion  

As we part today do everything in the name of Jesus, Saviour of the world. 

Lent 4  

Opening Sentence  

Open our eyes Lord to see the way forward with you. 

Collect  

Grant us oh God , to walk with you as creator, to trust in you as Saviour, to worship you as our God, 

that all our works  may praise you ,and our lives may daily give you glory. 

Psalm  

Psalm 6 v 1-9 

The Lord has heard my cry for mercy; the Lord accepts my prayer. 
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Lord , do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your wrath. Have mercy on me Lord, for I 

am faint; heal me, Lord, for my bones are in agony.  My soul is in deep anguish. 

The Lord has heard my cry for mercy; the Lord accepts my prayer. 

 How long, Lord, how long? Turn, Lord, and deliver me; save me because of your unfailing love.  

Among the dead no one proclaims your name. Who praises you from the grave?  I am worn out from 

my groaning.  

The Lord has heard my cry for mercy; the Lord accepts my prayer. 

All night long I flood my bed with weeping and drench my couch with tears.  My eyes grow weak 

with sorrow; they fail because of all my foes. Away from me, all you who do evil, for the Lord has 

heard my weeping.  

The Lord has heard my cry for mercy; the Lord accepts my prayer. 

Old Testament  

Jeremiah 11 v 18- 12 v 3a  

The Lord revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that time he showed me what they were doing. I 

had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter; I did not realize that they had plotted against me, 

saying,                                                                                                                                                                                   

“Let us destroy the tree and its fruit; let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name be 

remembered no more.”                                                                                                                                                          

But you, Lord Almighty, who judge righteously and test the heart and mind, let me see your 

vengeance on them, for to you I have committed my cause.                                                                             

Therefore this is what the Lord says about the people of Anathoth who are threatening to kill you, 

saying, “Do not prophesy in the name of the Lord or you will die by our hands”— therefore this is 

what the Lord Almighty says:                                                                                                                                                              

“I will punish them. Their young men will die by the sword, their sons and daughters by famine. 23 

Not even a remnant will be left to them, because I will bring disaster on the people of Anathoth in 

the year of their punishment. 

You are righteous, Lord, even when I bring a complaint to you. But I want to discuss justice with you.  

Why does the way of the wicked prosper, while all who are treacherous are at ease? You plant them 

and they take root,  they grow and bear fruit.                                                                                                                            

“You are near to us,” they say with their mouths,  but the truth is that you’re far from their hearts.                        

You know me, Lord.  You see me and test my thoughts toward you. 

Epistle  

2 Corinthians 3 v 4-end 

Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient in 

ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God,  who has made us 

sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but 

the Spirit gives life.                                                                                                                                                               

Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites 

could not gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, will not the 

ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, 

the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory.  Indeed, in this case, what once had glory 

has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it.  For if what was being 
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brought to an end came with glory, much more will what is permanent have glory.                                                                 

Since we have such a hope, we are very bold,  not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so 

that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end.  But their 

minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains 

unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away.  Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil 

lies over their hearts.  But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.                                                         

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  And we all, with 

unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord are being transformed into the same image from one 

degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

Gospel 

John 7 v 53- 8 v 11 

They all wen t home, but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives . At dawn he appeared again in the 

temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them.  The 

teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand 

before the group  and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery.  In the 

Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?”  They were using this 

question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.                                                                                                          

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger.  When they kept on 

questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the 

first to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.                                                                                                       

At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was 

left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are 

they? Has no one condemned you?”                                                                                                                                    

“No one, sir,” she said.                                                                                                                                                                  

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

Post Communion  

Lord Light of the world, may we live in your night now and always . 

Lent 5  

Opening Sentence  

O God, fix our souls on you and your love, o merciful God and Saviour in this our hour of prayer  

Collect  

Merciful God,  by the death and resurrection of your son Jesus Christ,  you delivered and saved 

mankind.  When you come in your Glory, make us one with you, as heirs of the kingdom of God.  

Psalm 

Psalm 22 v 23-28 

Dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the nations. 

You who fear the Lord, praise him!  All you descendants of Jacob, honour him!  Revere him, all you 

descendants of Israel! 

Dominion belongs to the Lord,   and he rules over the nations. 
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For he has not despised or scorned  the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face 

from him  but has listened to his cry for help. 

Dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the nations. 

From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly;  before those who fear you I will fulfil 

my vows. The poor will eat and be satisfied; 

Dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the nations.        

 Those who seek the Lord will praise him— may your hearts live forever! All the ends of the earth 

 will remember and turn to the Lord and all the families of the nations  will bow down before him, 

 Dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the nations. 

Old Testament  

Jeremiah 18 v 1-12 

This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Go down to the potter’s house, and there I 

will give you my message.”  So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the 

wheel.  But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it 

into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 

Then the word of the Lord came to me. He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” 

declares the Lord. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel.  If at any time I 

announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed,  and if that nation I 

warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned.  And if at 

another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and planted,  and if it does evil in 

my sight and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had intended to do for it. 

“Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, ‘This is what the Lord says: 

Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So turn from your evil ways, 

each one of you, and reform your ways and your actions.’  But they will reply, ‘It’s no use. We will 

continue with our own plans; we will all follow the stubbornness of our evil hearts.’ 

Epistle  

Philippians 2 v 5-11, 

Let Christ himself be your example as to what your attitude should be. For he, who had always been 

God by nature, did not cling to his prerogatives as God’s equal, but stripped himself of all privilege by 

consenting to be a slave by nature and being born as mortal man. And, having become man, he 

humbled himself by living a life of utter obedience, even to the extent of dying, and the death he 

died was the death of a common criminal. That is why God has now lifted him so high, and has given 

him the name beyond all names, so that at the name of Jesus “every knee shall bow”, whether in 

Heaven or earth or under the earth. And that is why, in the end, “every tongue shall confess” that 

Jesus Christ” is the Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Gospel 

Mark 15 v 1-39  

Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole 

Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate. 
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“Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 

The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to 

answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.” But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate 

was amazed. 

Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people requested. 7 A man 

called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. 8 

The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. 

 “Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, knowing it was out of self-

interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him.  But the chief priests stirred up the 

crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. 

 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. 

 “Crucify him!” they shouted. 

“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed 

him over to be crucified. 

The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the whole 

company of soldiers.  They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and 

set it on him.  And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!”  Again and again they 

struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. 

And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then 

they led him out to crucify him. 

 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in 

from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross. They brought Jesus to the place called 

Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”). Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but 

he did not take it. And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each 

would get. 

It was nine in the morning when they crucified him.  The written notice of the charge against him 

read: the king of the Jews. 

 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left.  Those who passed by 

hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple 

and build it in three days,  come down from the cross and save yourself!”  In the same way the chief 

priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, 

“but he can’t save himself!  Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that 

we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 

 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.  And at three in the 

afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?”). 

 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” 
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 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 

“Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. 

 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 

 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who 

stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God! 

Post Communion  

May God almighty give us light to guide us, courage to support us, and love to unite us now and 

always.  

Palm Sunday  

Opening sentence  

Holy God, as we meet now in your presence we ask that you open our ears to hear your word, open 

our lips to sing your praise, and open our hearts to love you more and more.  

Collect 

Holy God,  you gave up your son out of love for the world, as we consider the mystery of the passion, 

may we , through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, find eternal peace in our reconciliation with 

you. Amen.  

Psalm  

Psalm 35 v 17-25  

I will give you thanks in the great assembly; among the throngs I will praise you. 

How long, Lord, will you look on?  Rescue me from their ravages,    my precious life from these lions. 

Do not let those gloat over me  who are my enemies without cause; 

I will give you thanks in the great assembly; among the throngs I will praise you. 

Do not let those who hate me without reason   maliciously wink the eye. They do not speak 

peaceably, but devise false accusations  against those who live quietly in the land. 

I will give you thanks in the great assembly; among the throngs I will praise you. 

They sneer at me and say, “Aha! Aha! With our own eyes we have seen it. Lord, you have seen this; 

do not be silent.  Do not be far from me, Lord. 

I will give you thanks in the great assembly; among the throngs I will praise you. 

Awake, and rise to my defense!   Contend for me, my God and Lord .Vindicate me in your 

righteousness, Lord my God  do not let them gloat over me. Do not let them think, “Aha, just what 

we wanted!”  or say, “We have swallowed him up.” 

I will give you thanks in the great assembly; among the throngs I will praise you. 

Old Testament  

Zachariah 9 v 9-12 
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Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you,   righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey,  on a colt, the 

foal of a donkey. I will take away the chariots from Ephraim  and the warhorses from Jerusalem,  and 

the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations.  His rule will extend from sea to 

sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the 

waterless pit Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope;  even now I announce that I will restore 

twice as much to you. 

Epistle 

 Hebrews 8 v 1-6, 

Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at 

the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the true 

tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a mere human being. 

 Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one 

also to have something to offer. If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are already 

priests who offer the gifts prescribed by the law.  They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and 

shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the 

tabernacle: “See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the 

mountain. ”But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of 

which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new covenant is established on better 

promises. 

Gospel  

Matthew 26 v 31 – 75 

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they 

could put him to death. 60 But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. 

Finally two came forward  and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God 

and rebuild it in three days.’”                                                                                                                                             

Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this 

testimony that these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus remained silent.                                                                   

The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God.”                                                                                                                                                                      

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: From now on you will see the Son of Man 

sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”                                                              

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any 

more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?”                                                               

“He is worthy of death,” they answered. Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. 

Others slapped him and said, “Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who hit you?”                                                                 

Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with Jesus 

of Galilee,” she said.                                                                                                                                                                            

But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said.                                                   

Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people there, 

“This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
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He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!”                                                                                                    

After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them; 

your accent gives you away.”                                                                                                                                                   

Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!”                                                                                              

Immediately a rooster crowed.  Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the 

rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

Post Communion  

Be with us O God as we go out into the world. May the feet which brought us here today always 

walk in your ways. Amen.  

Monday of Easter Week  

Opening Sentence  

Eternal God, our refuge, in our weakness our strength, in our darkness our light, in times of sorrow 

our joy.  

Collect  

Merciful God, who delivered and saved the world through the death and resurrection of your son, 

Jesus, the Christ,  grant that by our faith in him we may triumph in the power of his victory. One 

God, yet three in one , Father, Spirit, Son, Amen.  

Psalm 

Psalm 31 v 9-16 

Let your face shine on your servant;  save me in your unfailing love. 

Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am in distress;   my eyes grow weak with sorrow, my soul and body 

with grief .My life is consumed by anguish  and my years by groaning; 

Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love. 

My strength fails because of my affliction,  and my bones grow weak. Because of all my enemies,  I 

am the utter contempt of my neighbours and an object of dread to my closest friends— those who 

see me on the street flee from me. 

Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love. 

I am forgotten as though I were dead.  I have become like broken pottery. For I hear many 

whispering,  “Terror on every side!” They conspire against me and plot to take my life. 

Let your face shine on your servant;  save me in your unfailing love. 

But I trust in you, Lord;   I say, “You are my God. ”My times are in your hands;  deliver me from the 

hands of my enemies,  from those who pursue me. 

Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your unfailing love. 

Old Testament  

Lamentations  3 v 19-33 
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I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. I well remember them,  and 

my soul is downcast within me. Yet this I call to mind  and therefore I have hope :Because of the 

Lord’s great love we are not consumed,   for his compassions never fail. They are new every 

morning;  great is your faithfulness. 

I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.” 

The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him,   to the one who seeks him ; I t is good to wait 

quietly   for the salvation of the Lord. It is good for a man to bear the yoke while he is young. 

Let him sit alone in silence,  for the Lord has laid it on him. Let him bury his face in the dust—  there 

may yet be hope. Let him offer his cheek to one who would strike him, and let him be filled with 

disgrace .For no one is cast off  by the Lord forever. Though he brings grief, he will show compassion,  

so great is his unfailing love. For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to anyone. 

Epistle  

Hebrews 5 v 7-9 

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and 

tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made 

perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him     

Gospel  

John 11 v 28-44, 

After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she 

said, “and is asking for you.”  When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him.  Now Jesus 

had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews 

who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, 

they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.                                                                      

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.”                                                                                                     

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was 

deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid him?” he asked.                                                           

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.                                                                                                                                      

Jesus wept.                                                                                                                                                                             

Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”                                                                                                                    

But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 

from dying?”                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 

entrance.  “Take away the stone,” he said.                                                                                                                               

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odour, for he has 

been there four days.”                                                                                                                                                                 

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”                                                           

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 

heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, 

that they may believe that you sent me.”                                                                                                                                      

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his 

hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.Jesus said to them, “Take off 

the grave clothes and let him go.” 
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Post Communion  

We live by faith in the Son of God, who loved us and sacrificed himself for us.  

Tuesday of Holy Week  

Opening Sentence  

We believe in the God of life, world maker, cross bearer, life giver. 

Collect 

O Jesus our Christ, your life focuses the true light of God upon us.  Never let us dim your light by 

ignorance of what you did on earth. May our lives shine to brighten the world we live in, to your 

glory. Amen  

Psalm  

Psalm 71 v 1-12 

Do not be far from me, my God;  come quickly, God, to help me. 

In you, Lord, I have taken refuge;  let me never be put to shame. In your righteousness, rescue me 

and deliver me;  turn your ear to me and save me. 

Do not be far from me, my God;  come quickly, God, to help me. 

Be my rock of refuge,  to which I can always go; give the command to save me,  for you are my rock 

and my fortress. 

Do not be far from me, my God;  come quickly, God, to help me. 

Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked,  from the grasp of those who are evil and cruel 

.For you have been my hope, Sovereign Lord,   my confidence since my youth. 

Do not be far from me, my God;  come quickly, God, to help me. 

From birth I have relied on you;   you brought me forth from my mother’s womb.  I will ever praise 

you. I have become a sign to many;  you are my strong refuge. 

Do not be far from me, my God;  come quickly, God, to help me. 

My mouth is filled with your praise, declaring your splendour all day long. Do not cast me away 

when I am old; do not forsake me when my strength is gone. 

Do not be far from me, my God;  come quickly, God, to help me. 

For my enemies speak against me; those who wait to kill me conspire together. They say, “God has 

forsaken him;  pursue him and seize him,  for no one will rescue him.” 

Do not be far from me, my God;  come quickly, God, to help me. 

Old Testament  

Exodus 12 v 1-8, and 11-14, 
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The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt,  “This month is to be for you the first month, the first 

month of your year.  Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each 

man is to take a lamb[a] for his family, one for each household. If any household is too small for a 

whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbour, having taken into account the 

number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with 

what each person will eat.  The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you 

may take them from the sheep or the goats.  Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the 

month, when all the members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight.  Then 

they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses 

where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with 

bitter herbs…. This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on 

your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.                                                                 

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and 

animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign for 

you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive 

plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 

Epistle 

I Corinthians 10  v 1-10 

I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under 

the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud 

and in the sea. They all ate the same spiritual food  and drank the same spiritual drink; for they 

drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.  Nevertheless, God 

was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 

 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. 

Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink 

and got up to indulge in revelry. ”We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—

and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. We should not test Christ, as some of them 

did—and were killed by snakes.  And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the 

destroying angel. 

 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom 

the culmination of the ages has come.  So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you 

don’t fall! 13 No temptation[c] has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is 

faithful; he will not let you be tempted[d] beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted,[he 

will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. 

Gospel  

John 13, v 21-32 

Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.”                          

His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant.  One of them, the 

disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him.                                                                                              

Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.”                                                               

Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”                                                                                                                            

Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the 

dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.  As soon as 

Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.                                                                                                                          

So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.”  But no one at the meal understood why 
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Jesus said this to him.  Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to 

buy what was needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken 

the bread, he went out. And it was night.                                                                                                                                

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him.  If God is 

glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 

Post-Communion  

The blessing of God, host of creation, the blessing of Christ, guest of humanity and the blessing of 

the Spirit, source of communion, be with us all.  

 

Wednesday of Holy Week  

Opening Sentence  

Jesus invites you. Draw near with faith. 

Collect  

Lord of life and power,  who made all things new in Christ, grant that we, who were dead in sin, may 

be alive with the resurrected Jesus, and live with him in glory, Amen. 

Psalm  

From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

The Lord is exalted over all the nations,  his glory above the heavens. Who is like the Lord our God, 

    the One who sits enthroned on high, 

From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

Who stoops down to look  on the heavens and the earth ?He raises the poor from the dust and lifts 

the needy from the ash heap; 

From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

He seats them with princes, with the princes of his people .He settles the childless woman in her 

home   as a happy mother of children. 

From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

Old Testament  

I Kings 17 v 17 -24  

The son of the woman who owned the house became ill. He grew worse and worse, and finally 

stopped breathing.  She said to Elijah, “What do you have against me, man of God? Did you come to 

remind me of my sin and kill my son?” 

 “Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took him from her arms, carried him to the upper room 

where he was staying, and laid him on his bed.  Then he cried out to the Lord, “Lord my God, have 

you brought tragedy even on this widow I am staying with, by causing her son to die?”  Then he 

stretched himself out on the boy three times and cried out to the Lord, “Lord my God, let this boy’s 

life return to him!” 
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 The Lord heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he lived.  Elijah picked up the 

child and carried him down from the room into the house. He gave him to his mother and said, 

“Look, your son is alive!” 

 Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the 

Lord from your mouth is the truth.” 

Epistle  

I Peter 2 v 13 -25  

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the 

supreme authority,  or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to 

commend those who do right. For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant 

talk of foolish people.  Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as 

God’s slaves. Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honour the 

emperor. 

 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are good 

and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. For it is commendable if someone bears up under 

the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God.  But how is it to your credit if you 

receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, 

this is commendable before God. to this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving 

you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 

“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. 

Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the 

cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 

For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 

your souls. 

Gospel  

John 20 v 24 end.  

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus ), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see 

the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I 

will not believe.”  A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into 

my side. Stop doubting and believe.”  Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  Then Jesus told 

him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.”                                                                                                                                                                           

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this 

book.  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

by believing you may have life in his name. 

Post-communion  

Fill us with your love divine. Fit us yet for wider service, finish Lord  your work in us.  
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Maundy Thursday  

Introductory sentence  

We are with you Christ of love, you who came down from above  

Collect  

Dear God  

On this special night we especially remember your Son and how, just before h e was betrayed , he 

entrusted to us a banquet of his love. From this great gift may we always draw charity, humility and 

fullness of life, Amen. 

Psalm  

Psalm 116, v 12, 13 

What shall I return to the Lord   for all his goodness to me?  

I will lift up the cup of salvation  and call on the name of the Lord. 

Old Testament  

Exodus 24 v 3-8 

When Moses went and told the people all the Lord’s words and laws, they responded with one 

voice, “Everything the Lord has said we will do.” Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had 

said. 

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve 

stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel.  Then he sent young Israelite men, and they 

offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the Lord.  Moses took 

half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he splashed against the altar.  Then he took 

the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the 

Lord has said; we will obey.” 

 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant 

that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 

Epistle  

I Corinthians10 v 16 

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is 

not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 

Gospel  

John 13 v 1-11 

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon 

Iscariot, to betray Jesus.  Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he 

had come from God and was returning to God;  so he got up from the meal, took off his outer 
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clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.  After that, he poured water into a basin and began 

to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 

 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 

 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 

 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is 

clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.”  For he knew who was going to betray him, 

and that was why he said not everyone was clean. 

Post –communion  

As you have received go now, share your life, your table, your home, with others in the name of 

God. 

 

Good Friday  

Introductory sentence  

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

Collect  

Almighty God, who, through your beloved son, overcame the old order of life and death,  to make all 

things new, grant, dear God, that we being dead to sin, may be alive to you in Christ Jesus, our 

Saviour. Amen 

Psalm  

Psalm 113 

Praise the Lord, you his servants;  praise the name of the Lord.  

Let the name of the Lord be praised, 

From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets,   the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

The Lord is exalted over all the nations, his glory above the heavens. 

Who is like the Lord our God,  the One who sits enthroned on high, 

who stoops down to look  on the heavens and the earth? 

Praise the Lord, you his servants;  praise the name of the Lord.  

Let the name of the Lord be praised, 

He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 
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he seats them with princes, with the princes of his people. 

He settles the childless woman in her home as a happy mother of children. 

Praise the Lord. 

Praise the Lord, you his servants;  praise the name of the Lord.  

Let the name of the Lord be praised, 

Old Testament 

Jeremiah 31 v 1-14  

At that time,” declares the Lord, “I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they will be my 

people.”                                                                                                                                                                              

This is what the Lord says: “The people who survive the sword will find favour in the wilderness; 

  I will come to give rest to Israel.” 

 The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: 

“I have loved you with an everlasting love;   I have drawn you with unfailing kindness. 

I will build you up again, and you, Virgin Israel, will be rebuilt. 

Again you will take up your timbrels  and go out to dance with the joyful. 

Again you will plant vineyards  on the hills of Samaria ;the farmers will plant them and enjoy their 

fruit. 

There will be a day when watchmen cry out on the hills of Ephraim, 

‘Come, let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.’” 

This is what the Lord says: 

“Sing with joy for Jacob;  shout for the foremost of the nations. 

Make your praises heard, and say, 

  ‘Lord, save your people, the remnant of Israel.’ 

See, I will bring them from the land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth. 

Among them will be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers and women in labour;  a great 

throng will return. 

They will come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back. 

I will lead them beside streams of water on a level path where they will not stumble, 

because I am Israel’s father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son. 

 “Hear the word of the Lord, you nations;  proclaim it in distant coastlands: 

‘He who scattered Israel will gather them and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’ 
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For the Lord will deliver Jacob and redeem them from the hand of those stronger than they. 

They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion; they will rejoice in the bounty of the Lord— 

the grain, the new wine and the olive oil, the young of the flocks and herds. 

They will be like a well-watered garden,  and they will sorrow no more. 

Then young women will dance and be glad,  young men and old as well. 

I will turn their mourning into gladness;  I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow. 

I will satisfy the priests with abundance,  and my people will be filled with my bounty,” 

declares the Lord. 

Epistle 

1Peter 2 v 4-10 

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him—  

you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says: 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion,  a chosen and precious cornerstone ,and the one who trusts in him  will 

never be put to shame.”                                                                                                                                                            

Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the 

builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and, 

“A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall. ”They stumble because they 

disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. 

 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you 

may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you 

were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now 

you have received mercy. 

Gospel 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more 

than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 

 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know 

all things; you know that I love you.” 
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Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 

Post Communion 

Precious Lamb of God appointed, all our sins on you were laid.  

Easter Eve 

Opening sentence  

Come Lord Jesus, set us free. 

Collect  

Holy God, our lives are laid open before you: on this dark day rescue us from the chaos of sin 

and through the death of your Son bring us healing and make us whole 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Psalm  

Psalm 22 v 1-5 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

To you they cried out and were saved;   in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 

 Why are you so far from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish? 

My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, but I find no rest. 

Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;  you are the one Israel praises. 

To you they cried out and were saved;   in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 

In you our ancestors put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them. 

To you they cried out and were saved;   in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 

To you they cried out and were saved;   in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 

Old Testament  

Deuteronomy 32 v 36-39 

The Lord will vindicate his people and relent concerning his servants 

when he sees their strength is gone and no one is left, slave or free. 

He will say: “Now where are their gods, the rock they took refuge in, 

the gods who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their drink offerings? 

Let them rise up to help you!  Let them give you shelter! 

 “See now that I myself am he!  There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, 
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  I have wounded and I will heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand. 

Epistle  

I Peter 3 v 17 to end. 

it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  For Christ also suffered 

once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 

body but made alive in the Spirit.  After being made alive ,he went and made proclamation to the 

imprisoned spirits—  to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days 

of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 

and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body 

but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  

who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in 

submission to him. 

Gospel 

John 12 v 35, 36  

 Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the 

light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are 

going. Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children of light.” When 

he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them. 

Post Communion  

Love to the utmost for our souls he gave, Lord by that blood we bind ourselves to you.  

Easter Day 

Opening Sentence 

He is risen! Hallelujah.  

Collect  

Almighty One, Your disciples were glad on that morning long ago. May we feel that same joy, 

knowing you live and are about in the world, our world, today, so full of joy that it spills out into 

service . Amen.  

Psalm  

Psalm 34 v 1-8 and 17 -19  

I bless God every chance I get; 

my lungs expand with his praise. 

I live and breathe God; 

if things aren’t going well, hear this and be happy: 

I bless God every chance I get; 

Join me in spreading the news; 
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together let’s get the word out. 

God met me more than halfway, 

he freed me from my anxious fears. 

I bless God every chance I get; 

Look at him; give him your warmest smile. 

Never hide your feelings from him. 

When I was desperate, I called out, 

and God got me out of a tight spot. 

I bless God every chance I get; 

God’s angel sets up a circle 

of protection around us while we pray. 

Open your mouth and taste, open your eyes and see— 

how good God is. 

I bless God every chance I get; 

Blessed are you who run to him. 

Is anyone crying for help? God is listening, 

ready to rescue you. 

If your heart is broken, you’ll find God right there; 

I bless God every chance I get; 

if you’re kicked in the gut, he’ll help you catch your breath. 

Disciples so often get into trouble; 

still, God is there every time. 

I bless God every chance I get; 

Old Testament  

Exodus 15 v 1-3  

I’m singing my heart out to God—what a victory! 

God is my strength, God is my song, 

  and, yes! God is my salvation. 

This is the kind of God I have 

 and I’m telling the world! 
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This is the God of my father— 

  I’m spreading the news far and wide! 

God is a fighter, pure God, through and through. 

Epistle 

1 Peter 1 v 3-9  

 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you,  who 

through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 

revealed in the last time.  In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have 

had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that the proven genuineness of your 

faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, 

glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and 

even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 

glorious joy,  for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Gospel  

John 20 v 19-29  

On that day, the disciples had gathered together, but, fearful of the Jews, had locked all the doors in 

the house. Jesus entered, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” Then he showed them his 

hands and side. 

 The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, were exuberant. Jesus repeated his greeting: 

“Peace to you. Just as the Father sent me, I send you.” 

Then he took a deep breath and breathed into them. “Receive the Holy Spirit,” he said. “If you 

forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive sins, what are you going to do 

with them?” 

 But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 

The other disciples told him, “We saw the Master.” 

But he said, “Unless I see the nail holes in his hands, put my finger in the nail holes, and stick my 

hand in his side, I won’t believe it.” 

Eight days later, his disciples were again in the room. This time Thomas was with them. Jesus came 

through the locked doors, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” 

Then he focused his attention on Thomas. “Take your finger and examine my hands. Take your hand 

and stick it in my side. Don’t be unbelieving. Believe.” 

 Thomas said, “My Master! My God!” 

 Jesus said, “So, you believe because you’ve seen with your own eyes. Even better blessings are in 

store for those who believe without seeing.” 

Post Communion  

His cross stands empty to the skies, his joy his justice love and praise.  
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Easter 1 

Opening Sentence  

He lives, all glory to his name  

Collect  

Creator of the Universe, God of love, so many names I could use. The things you have done and are 

doing – to many to count. And you have shown us that death is not a barrier to eternal life. For this 

we thank you. Amen.  

Old Testament  

Exodus 16 v 2-16a, 

In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron.  The Israelites said to them, 

“If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the 

food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to 

death.” 

 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out 

each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will 

follow my instructions. On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be 

twice as much as they gather on the other days.” 

 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know that it was the Lord who 

brought you out of Egypt,  and in the morning you will see the glory of the Lord, because he has 

heard your grumbling against him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us?”  Moses also 

said, “You will know that it was the Lord when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the 

bread you want in the morning, because he has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we? You 

are not grumbling against us, but against the Lord.” 

 Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come before the Lord, for he has 

heard your grumbling.’” 

 While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked toward the desert, and 

there was the glory of the Lord appearing in the cloud. 

The Lord said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will 

eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the Lord 

your God.’” 

 That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around 

the camp. When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor.  

When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. 

Moses said to them, “It is the bread the Lord has given you to eat. This is what the Lord has 

commanded: ‘Everyone is to gather as much as they need. 

Epistle  

I Corinthians 15 v 53-58,  
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The perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  When the 

perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying 

that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

“Where, O death, is your victory? 

  Where, O death, is your sting?” 

 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves 

fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain. 

Gospel  

John 6 v 32-40  

Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, 

but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is the bread that 

comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ 

 ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘always give us this bread.’ 

 Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not 

believe.  All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive 

away.  For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 3 

And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise 

them up at the last day.  For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in 

him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.’ 

Post Communion  

I know that my redeemer lives, my Jesus has done all things well.  

Easter 2  

Opening Sentence  

Crown him, crown him, crowns become the victor’s brow 

Collect  

Lord, we worship a risen Christ, the great shepherd o f the sheep, by the blood of an eternal 

covenant. Make  us worthy as we work in your name to do every good work. Amen. 

Psalm  

Psalm 30  

Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people; praise his holy name. 

I will exalt you, Lord,   for you lifted me out of the depths  and did not let my enemies gloat over me. 

Lord my God, I called to you for help,   and you healed me. 
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You, Lord, brought me up from the realm of the dead; you spared me from going down to the pit. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people; praise his holy name 

For his anger lasts only a moment,   but his favour lasts a lifetime ;weeping may stay for the night, 

 but rejoicing comes in the morning. 

When I felt secure, I said,  “I will never be shaken.” 

 Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people; praise his holy name. 

Lord, when you favoured me, you made my royal mountain stand firm; 

but when you hid your face, I was dismayed. 

To you, Lord, I called; to the Lord I cried for mercy: 

Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people; praise his holy name. 

“What is gained if I am silenced,   if I go down to the pit ?Will the dust praise you? 

 Will it proclaim your faithfulness? 

Hear, Lord, and be merciful to me;  Lord, be my help.” 

You turned my wailing into dancing;  you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my    

Lord my God, I will praise you forever. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people; praise his holy name. heart may sing your praises 

and not be silent. 

Old Testament 

Isaiah 61 v 1-7 

The Spirit of God, the Master, is on me  because God anointed me. 

He sent me to preach good news to the poor,  heal the heartbroken, 

Announce freedom to all captives,  pardon all prisoners. 

God sent me to announce the year of his grace— 

 a celebration of God’s destruction of our enemies—and to comfort all who mourn, 

To care for the needs of all who mourn in Zion,  give them bouquets of roses instead of ashes, 

Messages of joy instead of news of doom,  a praising heart instead of a languid spirit. 

Rename them “Oaks of Righteousness”  planted by God to display his glory. 

They’ll rebuild the old ruins, raise a new city out of the wreckage. 

They’ll start over on the ruined cities,  take the rubble left behind and make it new. 

You’ll hire outsiders to herd your flock sand foreigners to work your fields, 

But you’ll have the title “Priests of God,   honoured as ministers of our God. 
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You’ll feast on the bounty of nations  you’ll bask in their glory. 

Because you got a double dose of trouble  and more than your share of contempt, 

Your inheritance in the land will be doubled and your joy go on forever. 

Epistle  

I Corinthians 15 v 1-11 

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received 

and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word 

I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according 

to the Scriptures,  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to 

more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, 

though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all 

he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was 

not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them – yet not I, but the grace of God that was 

with me.  Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 

Gospel 

John 21 v 1-14 

 Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: Simon Peter, 

Thomas (also known as Didymus, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 

other disciples were together.  ‘I’m going out to fish,’ Simon Peter told them, and they said, ‘We’ll go 

with you.’ So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Early in the 

morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realise that it was Jesus. 

He called out to them, ‘Friends, haven’t you any fish?’ 

‘No,’ they answered. 

 He said, ‘Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.’ When they did, they 

were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 

 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ As soon as Simon Peter heard him 

say, ‘It is the Lord,’ he wrapped his outer garment round him (for he had taken it off) and jumped 

into the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not 

far from shore, about a hundred metres. When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there 

with fish on it, and some bread. 

Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish you have just caught.’  So Simon Peter climbed back into 

the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was 

not torn.  Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ None of the disciples dared ask him, ‘Who 

are you?’ They knew it was the Lord.  Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 

same with the fish.  This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised 

from the dead. 
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Post Communion  

Set your mind on things that are above, and not on things  that are on earth. For you have died and 

your life is hidden in Christ Jesus.  

Easter 3  

Opening Sentence  

Lord, how glorious is your name in all the world, you have set your glory above all the heavens. 

Alleluia. 

Collect  

Almighty God, your son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and life for all who put their trust in him. 

Raise us O God we pray from death in sin to an eternal life of righteousness, that  we may seek the 

things of the kingdom where he reigns with you and the Spirit for ever and ever.  

Psalm  

Psalm 30  

You turned my wailing into dancing;  you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 

I will exalt you, Lord, for you lifted me out of the depths  and did not let my enemies gloat over me. 

Lord my God, I called to you for help, and you healed me. 

You, Lord, brought me up from the realm of the dead;  you spared me from going down to the pit. 

You turned my wailing into dancing;  you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 

Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people;  praise his holy name, for his anger lasts only a 

moment,  but his favour lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for the night,  but rejoicing comes in the 

morning. 

When I felt secure, I said,  “I will never be shaken. ”Lord, when you favoured me,   you made my 

royal mountain stand firm; but when you hid your face,  I was dismayed. 

You turned my wailing into dancing;  you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 

To you, Lord, I called;  to the Lord I cried for mercy: “What is gained if I am silenced,  if I go down to 

the pit? Will the dust praise you?  Will it proclaim your faithfulness? 

Hear, Lord, and be merciful to me; Lord, be my help.” that my heart may sing your praises and not 

be silent. Lord my God, I will praise you forever. 

You turned my wailing into dancing;  you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 

Old Testament  

Deuteronomy 26  

When you have entered the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance and have 

taken possession of it and settled in it,  take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce from the 

soil of the land that the Lord your God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place 
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that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name  and say to the priest in office at the 

time, ‘I declare today to the Lord your God that I have come to the land the Lord swore to our 

ancestors to give us.’ The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in front of the 

altar of the Lord your God. 5 Then you shall declare before the Lord your God: ‘My ancestor was a 

wandering Aramean who went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became a 

great nation, powerful and numerous.  But the Egyptians ill-treated us and made us suffer, 

subjecting us to harsh labour.  Then we cried out to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, and the Lord 

heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression.  So the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a 

mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs and wonders.  He brought us 

to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey;  and now I bring the firstfruits 

of the soil that you, Lord, have given me.’ Place the basket before the Lord your God and bow down 

before him.  Then you and the Levites and the foreigners residing among you shall rejoice in all the 

good things the Lord your God has given to you and your household. 

Epistle  

1 Peter 4 v 12-19 

 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings 

of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  If you are insulted because of the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  If you suffer, it 

should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.  However, if 

you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.  For it is time 

for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for 

those who do not obey the gospel of God?  And,“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will 

become of the ungodly and the sinner? So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should 

commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 

Gospel  

John 10 v 7-16 

Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who have come before me are 

thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them.  I am the gate; whoever enters 

through me will be saved They will come in and go out, and find pasture.  The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  “I am the good 

shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd 

and does not own the sheep                                                                                                                                                       

So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the 

flock and scatters it.  The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—  just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that are not of this 

sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and 

one shepherd. 

Post Communion  

The Spirit of the Father who raised Christ Jesus from the dead  give life to the people of God. 
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Easter 4  

Opening sentence  

The Spirit bears witness that we are the children of God, and if God’s children, then heirs of God. 

Collect  

Great God of all, who can bring order and beauty out of chaos , give us grace to overcome the 

negative things we do and think, and come to love what you command, and to desire the fulfilment 

of your promises, so that we may join you with exceeding joy forever. Amen.  

Psalm  

Psalm 33 v 1-12,  

Blessed is the country with God for God;  blessed are the people he’s put in his will. 

 Good people, cheer God! Right-living people sound best when praising. 

Use guitars to reinforce your Hallelujahs! Play his praise on a grand piano! 

Invent your own new song to him;  give him a trumpet fanfare. 

For God’s Word is solid to the core; everything he makes is sound inside and out. 

Blessed is the country with God for God;  blessed are the people he’s put in his will. 

He loves it when everything fits,   when his world is in plumb-line true. 

Earth is drenched  in God’s affectionate satisfaction. 

The skies were made by God’s command; he breathed the word and the stars popped out. 

He scooped Sea into his jug,  put Ocean in his keg. 

Blessed is the country with God for God;  blessed are the people he’s put in his will. 

Earth-creatures, bow before God; world-dwellers—down on your knees! 

Here’s why: he spoke and there it was in place the moment he said so. 

God takes the wind out of Babel pretence,  he shoots down the world’s power-schemes. 

God’s plan for the world stands up,  all his designs are made to last. 

Blessed is the country with God for God;  blessed are the people he’s put in his will. 

Old Testament  

Deuteronomy 34, 

Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho. 

There the LORD showed him the whole land—from Gilead to Dan,  all of Naphtali, the territory of 

Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea, the Negev and the 
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whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar. Then the LORD said to him, 

“This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your 

descendants.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.”  And Moses the 

servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. He buried him in Moab, in the valley 

opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is. Moses was a hundred and 

twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone. The Israelites 

grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time of weeping and mourning was 

over.  Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands 

on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded Moses.  Since then, 

no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face,  who did all those signs 

and wonders the LORD sent him to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his whole 

land.  For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses 

did in the sight of all Israel. 

Epistle  

Romans 8 v 28-39  

We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose.  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.  And those he 

predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who 

did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, 

graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is 

God who justifies.  Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than 

that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness 

or danger or sword?  As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long;  we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced 

that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 

powers,  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Gospel  

John 16 v 12-24, 

“In a day or so you’re not going to see me, but then in another day or so you will see me.” 

 That stirred up a hornet’s nest of questions among the disciples: “What’s he talking about: ‘In a day 

or so you’re not going to see me, but then in another day or so you will see me’? And, ‘Because I’m 

on my way to the Father’? What is this ‘day or so’? We don’t know what he’s talking about.” 

 Jesus knew they were dying to ask him what he meant, so he said, “Are you trying to figure out 

among yourselves what I meant when I said, ‘In a day or so you’re not going to see me, but then in 

another day or so you will see me’? Then fix this firmly in your minds: You’re going to be in deep 

mourning while the godless world throws a party. You’ll be sad, very sad, but your sadness will 

develop into gladness. 
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 “When a woman gives birth, she has a hard time, there’s no getting around it. But when the baby is 

born, there is joy in the birth. This new life in the world wipes out memory of the pain. The sadness 

you have right now is similar to that pain, but the coming joy is also similar. When I see you again, 

you’ll be full of joy, and it will be a joy no one can rob from you. You’ll no longer be so full of 

questions. 

 “This is what I want you to do: Ask the Father for whatever is in keeping with the things I’ve 

revealed to you. Ask in my name, according to my will, and he’ll most certainly give it to you. Your 

joy will be a river overflowing its banks! 

Post Communion  

When you send forth your Spirit we are created, you renew the face of the earth.  

Easter 5  

Opening Sentence  

God of Glory, a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open, through the lord Jesus Christ.  

Collect  

Lord, as we pray pour down upon us your mercy in abundance we ask, forgiving us what is wrong, 

and giving us what is right and good. We know we aren’t worthy to ask such great mercy except 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Psalm  

Psalm 119, v 105-128 

  Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

I have taken an oath and confirmed it, that I will follow your righteous laws. 

I have suffered much; preserve my life, Lord, according to your word. 

Accept, Lord, the willing praise of my mouth, and teach me your laws. 

Though I constantly take my life in my hands,  I will not forget your law. 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

The wicked have set a snare for me,  but I have not strayed from your precepts. 

Your statutes are my heritage forever;  they are the joy of my heart. 

My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end. 

I hate double-minded people,  but I love your law. 

  Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

You are my refuge and my shield;  I have put my hope in your word. 

Away from me, you evildoers,  that I may keep the commands of my God! 

Sustain me, my God, according to your promise, and I will live;  do not let my hopes be dashed. 
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Uphold me, and I will be delivered;    I will always have regard for your decrees. 

  Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

You reject all who stray from your decrees,  for their delusions come to nothing. 

All the wicked of the earth you discard like dross;  therefore I love your statutes. 

My flesh trembles in fear of you;  I stand in awe of your laws. 

I have done what is righteous and just; do not leave me to my oppressors 

  Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

Ensure your servant’s well-being; do not let the arrogant oppress me. 

My eyes fail, looking for your salvation,   looking for your righteous promise. 

Deal with your servant according to your love and teach me your decrees. 

I am your servant; give me discernment that I may understand your statutes. 

  Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

It is time for you to act, Lord; your law is being broken.  

Because I love your commands more than gold, more than pure gold, 

and because I consider all your precepts right,  I hate every wrong path.   

  Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

Old Testament  

Deuteronomy 28 v 1-14  

If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the Lord 

your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. All these blessings will come on you and 

accompany you if you obey the Lord your God: You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the 

country. The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your 

livestock—the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. Your basket and your kneading 

trough will be blessed. You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out. The Lord 

will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at 

you from one direction but flee from you in seven. The Lord will send a blessing on your barns and 

on everything you put your hand to. The Lord your God will bless you in the land he is giving you.The 

Lord will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of 

the Lord your God and walk in obedience to him. 10 Then all the peoples on earth will see that you 

are called by the name of the Lord, and they will fear you. 11 The Lord will grant you abundant 

prosperity—in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground—in 

the land he swore to your ancestors to give you. The Lord will open the heavens, the storehouse of 

his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend 

to many nations but will borrow from none.  The Lord will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay 

attention to the commands of the Lord your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, 

you will always be at the top, never at the bottom. Do not turn aside from any of the commands I 

give you today, to the right or to the left, following other gods and serving them. 
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Epistle  

I Corinthians 15 v 1-28 

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received 

and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word 

I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of 

first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  that he was buried, that he 

was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  and that he appeared to Cephas ,and then 

to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the 

same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 

 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not 

without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with 

me.  Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 

But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is 

no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 

raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  More than 

that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he 

raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised.  For if the 

dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your 

faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If 

only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For 

since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  For as in 

Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he 

comes, those who belong to him.  Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God 

the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.  For he must reign until he has 

put all his enemies under his feet.  The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For he “has put 

everything under his feet. ”Now when it says that “everything” has been put under him, it is clear 

that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. When he has done this, 

then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be 

all in all. 

Gospel  

Mark 16 v 1-7  

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 

spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body.  Very early on the first day of the week, just after 

sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb  and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone 

away from the entrance of the tomb?” 

But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.  As 

they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and 

they were alarmed. 

 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 

risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.  But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is 

going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” 
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Post Communion  

May the Holy Spirit of God bless and sanctify us so that we may be consecrated in the truth.  

Ascension Day  

Opening sentence  

As the night watch looks for the morning , so do we look for you O Christ  

Collect  

O God, we believe that your son ascended in heaven on a day long ago. Yet we also believe that the 

reigns and dwells with us, as with you and the Spirit, one God , now and forever.  

Psalm  

Psalm 110 

The Lord is at Your right hand; 

The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand 

Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” 

The Lord will stretch forth Your strong sceptre from Zion, saying, 

“Rule in the midst of Your enemies.” 

Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power; 

In holy array, from the womb of the dawn, 

The Lord is at Your right hand; 

Your youth are to You as the dew. 

The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind, 

“You are a priest forever 

According to the order of Melchizedek.” 

The Lord is at Your right hand; 

He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath. 

The Lord is at Your right hand; 

He will judge among the nations, 

He will fill them with corpses, 

He will shatter the [i]chief men over a broad country. 

He will drink from the brook by the wayside; 

Therefore He will lift up His head. 
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The Lord is at Your right hand; 

Old Testament  

Isaiah 52 v 7 -15  

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, 

who proclaim peace  who bring good tidings,  who proclaim salvation, 

who say to Zion,  ‘Your God reigns!’ 

Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy. 

When the Lord returns to Zion,  they will see it with their own eyes. 

Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, 

for the Lord has comforted his people,  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord will lay bare his holy arm  in the sight of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth will see  the salvation of our God. 

Depart, depart, go out from there! Touch no unclean thing! 

Come out from it and be pure, you who carry the articles of the Lord’s house. 

But you will not leave in haste  or go in flight; 

for the Lord will go before you,  the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 

See, my servant will act wisely;  he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 

Just as there were many who were appalled at him – 

  his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being 

 and his form marred beyond human likeness – 

so he will sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. 

For what they were not told, they will see,  and what they have not heard, they will understand. 

Epistle  

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he 

was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 

chosen. After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he 

was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: ‘Do not leave 

Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John 

baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Then they gathered round him and asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?’ 
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He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them.  ‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? 

This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 

have seen him go into heaven.’ 

Gospel  

Matthew 28 v 16 -20  

The eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated.  When they 

saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful.  And Jesus came up and spoke to them, 

saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples 

of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  teaching 

them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you [f]always, even to the end of the 

age.” 

Post Communion  

Lord, let your servants go in peace. Your word has been fulfilled.  

Sunday after Ascension  

Opening Sentences  

O sing praises to the Lord, sing praises 

Collect 

Lord we know your Son ascended into heaven, but we know too that he promised to send the 

Comforter. As we look forward to Pentecost prepare us Lord for the Spirit’s leading, wherever and 

whatever that may be. Amen. 

Psalm 

Psalm 47 

Clap your hands, all you nations;  shout to God with cries of joy. 

For the Lord Most High is awesome,   the great King over all the earth. 

He subdued nations under us,   peoples under our feet. 

He chose our inheritance for us,  the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 

Clap your hands, all you nations;  shout to God with cries of joy. 

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,  the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 

Sing praises to God, sing praises;  sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
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For God is the King of all the earth;  sing to him a psalm of praise. 

Clap your hands, all you nations;  shout to God with cries of joy. 

God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. 

The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of Abraham, 

for the kings of the earth belong to God;   he is greatly exalted. 

Clap your hands, all you nations;  shout to God with cries of joy. 

Old Testament 

Numbers 11 v 16,17  

The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders and 

officials among the people. Have them come to the tent of meeting, that they may stand there with 

you. I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take some of the power of the Spirit that 

is on you and put it on them. They will share the burden of the people with you so that you will not 

have to carry it alone. 

Epistle 

Ephesians  1 v 15-23 

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s 

people, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking that 

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit[a] of wisdom and 

revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 

in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in his holy people,  and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is 

the same as the mighty strength  he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at 

his right hand in the heavenly realms,  far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 

every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed 

all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church,  which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

Gospel 

John 17 v 6-19  

I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 

you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given 

me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 

them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.  I am asking 

on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 

because they are yours.  All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 

And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I 

was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one 

of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled.  But now 

I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made 

complete in themselves .I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they 

do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  I am not asking you to take them 
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out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, 

just as I do not belong to the world.  Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  As you have sent 

me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that 

they also may be sanctified in truth. 

Post Communion  

Safe to glory. He will guide you. O how he loves.  

Pentecost  

Opening sentence  

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty, who was and is, and is to come.  

Collect  

Almighty God who broke the tyranny of sin, you sent your Spirit, into our hearts. Grant that we may 

have the grace and opportunity to deliver the message of God given liberty to all we meet. Amen. 

Psalm 

Psalm 104 v 25-35 

Praise the Lord, my soul. praise the Lord 

There is the sea, vast and spacious,   teeming with creatures beyond number –  living things both 

large and small. 

There the ships go to and fro, and Leviathan, which you formed to frolic there 

All creatures look to you  to give them their food at the proper time. 

When you give it to them,  they gather it up; 

Praise the Lord, my soul. praise the Lord 

When you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things. 

When you hide your face, they are terrified; 

when you take away their breath,  they die and return to the dust. 

When you send your Spirit,  they are created,  and you renew the face of the ground. 

Praise the Lord, my soul. praise the Lord 

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; may the Lord rejoice in his works – 

he who looks at the earth, and it trembles, who touches the mountains, and they smoke. 

I will sing to the Lord all my life;  I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 

May my meditation be pleasing to him,  as I rejoice in the Lord. 

But may sinners vanish from the earth   and the wicked be no more. 
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Praise the Lord, my soul. praise the Lord 

Old Testament  

Deuteronomy 7 v 6-11, 

You are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples 

on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. The Lord did not set his affection 

on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the 

fewest of all peoples. But it was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to your 

ancestors that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, 

from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the 

faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep 

his commandments.  But those who hate him he will repay to their face by destruction; he will not 

be slow to repay to their face those who hate him. Therefore, take care to follow the commands, 

decrees and laws I give you today. 

Epistle 

Romans 8 v 22-27 

 We know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present 

time. And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of 

future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with 

eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the 

new bodies he has promised us. We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have 

something, we don’t need to hope, But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must 

wait patiently and confidently.)                                                                                                                                                               

And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to 

pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words.  And the 

Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in 

harmony with God’s own will. 

New Testament  

Acts 8 v 26-38 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Go south to the road – the desert road – that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.’  So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian[a] eunuch, an 

important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means ‘queen of the 

Ethiopians’). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship,  and on his way home was sitting in his 

chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet.  The Spirit told Philip, ‘Go to that chariot and stay 

near it.’ 

 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. ‘Do you understand 

what you are reading?’ Philip asked. 

 ‘How can I,’ he said, ‘unless someone explains it to me?’ So he invited Philip to come up and sit with 

him. 

 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

‘He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,  so he did not 

open his mouth. 
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In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was 

taken from the earth.’ 

The eunuch asked Philip, ‘Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone 

else?’  Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about 

Jesus. 

As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water. 

What can stand in the way of my being baptised?’  And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both 

Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptised him.  When they came up out of 

the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, 

but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and travelled about, preaching 

the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

Post Communion  

I will bless you Lord, as long as I live, and I hold up my hands. 

Pentecost 1  

Opening Sentence  

O God, light of our darkness, circle our hearts, centre our minds, still our bodies and be present to us 

now.  

Collect  

Dearest God in heaven, keep us steadfast in our faith, however long upon the journey we are. May 

we be defended from all that might harm it. In the name of Jesus we ask.  Amen. 

Psalm  

Psalm 97  

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad;   let the distant shores rejoice. Light shines on the righteous 

and joy on the upright in heart.  

Clouds and thick darkness surround him;  righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 

Fire goes before him and consumes his foes on every side. 

His lightning lights up the world;   the earth sees and trembles. 

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad;   let the distant shores rejoice. Light shines on the righteous 

  and joy on the upright in heart. 

The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,  before the Lord of all the earth. 

The heavens proclaim his righteousness,  and all peoples see his glory. 

All who worship images are put to shame,  those who boast in idols—  worship him, all you gods! 

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad;   let the distant shores rejoice. Light shines on the righteous 

    and joy on the upright in heart.  



OCAC Liturgy Year 2  

 

 �	  

 

Zion hears and rejoices  and the villages of Judah are glad  because of your judgments, Lord. 

For you, Lord, are the Most High over all the earth;  you are exalted far above all gods. 

Let those who love the Lord hate evil,  for he guards the lives of his faithful ones 

  and delivers them from the hand of the wicked. 

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad;   let the distant shores rejoice. Light shines on the righteous 

    and joy on the upright in heart. 

Rejoice in the Lord, you who are righteous, 

  and praise his holy name. 

Old Testament  

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train 

of his robe filled the temple.  Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they 

covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were 

calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty;  the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 

smoke. 

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 

unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 

taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Epistle 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 

with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be 

holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to be his children through 

Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—  to the praise of his glorious grace, which he 

has freely given us in the One he loves.  In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace  that he lavished on us. With all 

wisdom and understanding,  he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good 

pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,  to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfilment—

to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out 

everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,  in order that we, who were the first to put our 

hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in Christ when you 

heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in 
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him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 

redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 

Gospel  

John 14 v 8-17 

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 

 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you 

believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on 

my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.  Believe me when I say 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works 

themselves.  Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and 

they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever 

you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  You may ask me for anything in 

my name, and I will do it. 

Post Communion  

The Lord has done great things for us and therefore we rejoice. 

Pentecost 2  

Opening sentence  

O God, you are our God. Eagerly we seek you.  

Collect 

Almighty, by whom the church must be governed, led and sanctified, we pray for your people of 

faith that each one may serve you in holiness and truth whatever their mission and ministry. This we 

ask in the power of the Spirit.  

Psalm 

Psalm 95 v 1-7 

Today, if only you would hear his voice, 

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;  let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. 

For the Lord is the great God,  the great King above all gods. 

Today, if only you would hear his voice, 

In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. 

The sea is his, for he made it,  and his hands formed the dry land. 

 Come, let us bow down in worship,  let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

Today, if only you would hear his voice, 
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for he is our God  and we are the people of his pasture ,the flock under his care. 

Today, if only you would hear his voice, 

Old Testament  

2 Samuel 7 v 4-16, 

That night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying: “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what 

the Lord says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in?  I have not dwelt in a house from the 

day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a 

tent as my dwelling.  Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their 

rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of 

cedar?”’ 

“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you from the pasture, 

from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel.  I have been with you 

wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your 

name great, like the names of the greatest men on earth.  And I will provide a place for my people 

Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. 

Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning  and have done ever 

since the time I appointed leaders[a] over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your 

enemies. 

“‘The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you:  When your days are 

over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh 

and blood, and I will establish his kingdom.  He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I 

will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

New Testament  

Acts 2 v 36 to end, 

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord 

and Messiah.” 

 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what shall we do?” 

 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and 

your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 

 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this 

corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand 

were added to their number that day. 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 

to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.  

All the believers were together and had everything in common.  They sold property and possessions 

to give to anyone who had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. 

They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,  praising God and 

enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 

being saved. 
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Gospel  

Luke 14 v 15-24, 

When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one who will eat 

at the feast in the kingdom of God.” 

Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests.  At the time of 

the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now 

ready.’ 

“But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and 

see it. Please excuse me.’ 

“Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please 

excuse me.’ 

 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 

“The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry 

and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, 

the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 

 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ 

“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come 

in, so that my house will be full.  I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my 

banquet.’” 

Post Communion  

God is my strength and my glory, God is my strong rock and in God alone I take refuge 

Pentecost 3  

Opening Sentence  

In one Spirit we are baptised into one body; in her nourishing power we will travel together.  

Collect  

God in Heaven, you have promised us eternal life, and through baptism have made us one. Deliver 

us from the death of sin, and raise us with love to new life we ask. In the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

by the grace of our Saviour Christ.  

Psalm 

Psalm 44 v 108 

We have heard it with our ears, O God;  our ancestors have told us what you did in their days,  in 

days long ago. 

With your hand you drove out the nations  and planted our ancestors; you crushed the peoples  and 

made our ancestors flourish. 

It was not by their sword that they won the land,  nor did their arm bring them victory; 
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We have heard it with our ears, O God;   our ancestors have told us what you did in their days, 

  in days long ago. 

With your hand you drove out the nations and planted our ancestors; you crushed the peoples 

    and made our ancestors flourish. 

It was not by their sword that they won the land,  nor did their arm bring them victory; 

it was your right hand, your arm, and the light of your face, for you loved them. 

We have heard it with our ears, O God;  our ancestors have told us what you did in their days,  in 

days long ago. 

You are my King and my God, who decrees victories for Jacob. 

Through you we push back our enemies;  through your name we trample our foes. 

With your hand you drove out the nations  and planted our ancestors; you crushed the peoples and 

made our ancestors flourish. 

We have heard it with our ears, O God;  our ancestors have told us what you did in their days, in days 

long ago. 

It was not by their sword that they won the land, nor did their arm bring them victory; 

It was your right hand, your arm,  and the light of your face, for you loved them. 

We have heard it with our ears, O God; our ancestors have told us 

what you did in their days,  in days long ago. 

You are my King and my God, who decrees victories for Jacob. 

Through you we push back our enemies; through your name we trample our foes. 

I put no trust in my bow, my sword does not bring me victory; 

We have heard it with our ears, O God;  our ancestors have told us what you did in their days, 

    in days long ago. 

You give us victory over our enemies,  you put our adversaries to shame. 

In God we make our boast all day long,   and we will praise your name forever 

We have heard it with our ears, O God;  our ancestors have told us what you did in their days, 

    in days long ago. 

Old Testament  

Deuteronomy 6 v 17-25 

Be sure to keep the commands of the Lord your God and the stipulations and decrees he has given 

you.  Do what is right and good in the Lord’s sight, so that it may go well with you and you may go in 
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and take over the good land the Lord promised on oath to your ancestors,  thrusting out all your 

enemies before you, as the Lord said. 

 In the future, when your son asks you, “What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws 

the Lord our God has commanded you?”  tell him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord 

brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. Before our eyes the Lord sent signs and wonders—great 

and terrible—on Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household.  But he brought us out from there to 

bring us in and give us the land he promised on oath to our ancestors.  The Lord commanded us to 

obey all these decrees and to fear the Lord our God, so that we might always prosper and be kept 

alive, as is the case today.  And if we are careful to obey all this law before the Lord our God, as he 

has commanded us that will be our righteousness.” 

Epistle 

Romans 6 v 3-11 

Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We 

were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by 

sin might be done away with,[a] that we should no longer be slaves to sin—  because anyone who 

has died has been set free from sin. 

 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ 

was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  The death he 

died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus 

Gospel  

John 15 v 5-11 

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 

from me you can do nothing.  If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away 

and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  If you remain in me and 

my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  This is to my Father’s 

glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

 ‘As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.  If you keep my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his 

love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 

Post Communion  

Christ is like a single body which has many parts. We affirm that to his body we belong. Yes Lord, so 

says my heart.  
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Pentecost 4  

Opening Sentence  

All nations you have made will come and worship you o God, and glorify your name. 

Collect  

Almighty God, the tyranny of sin is broken once and for all. You sent the Spirit into our hearts and 

lives. Give us grace through the Spirit to dedicate our freedom to your service, so that all might come 

into the freedom of your kingdom. Amen.  

Psalm  

Psalm 42  

A the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God.  My soul thirsts for God, for 

the living God. 

When can I go and meet with God? My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to 

me all day long, “Where is your God?” These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I used to 

go to the house of God under the protection of the Mighty One with shouts of joy and praise among 

the festive throng 

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, 

for the living God. 

 Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet 

praise him, my Saviour and my God. My soul is downcast within me; therefore I will remember you 

from the land of the Jordan, the heights of Hermon—from Mount Mizar. Deep calls to deep in the 

roar of your waterfalls; all your waves and breakers have swept over me. 

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, 

for the living God. 

 By day the LORD directs his love, at night his song is with me— a prayer to the God of my life.  I say 

to God my Rock, “Why have you forgotten me? Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by the 

enemy?”  My bones suffer mortal agony as my foes taunt me, saying to me all day long, “Where is 

your God?”  Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, 

for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God. 

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, 

for the living God. 

Old Testament  

Isaiah 63 v 7-14, 

I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord,  the deeds for which he is to be praised,  according to all the 

Lord has done for us—yes, the many good things    he has done for Israel,   according to his 

compassion and many kindnesses. 

He said, “Surely they are my people,  children who will be true to me”; and so he became their 

Saviour. 

In all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his presence saved them. 



OCAC Liturgy Year 2  

 

 	�  

 

In his love and mercy he redeemed them;   he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

Yet they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit. 

So he turned and became their enemy and he himself fought against them. 

Then his people recalled the days of old, the days of Moses and his people— 

where is he who brought them through the sea, with the shepherd of his flock? 

Where is he who set his Holy Spirit among them, 

who sent his glorious arm of power  to be at Moses’ right hand, 

who divided the waters before them,  to gain for himself everlasting renown, 

who led them through the depths? Like a horse in open country,  they did not stumble; 

like cattle that go down to the plain,   they were given rest by the Spirit of the Lord. 

This is how you guided your people   to make for yourself a glorious name. 

Epistle  

Galatians 3 v 23 – 4 v 7, 

Before the coming of this faith  we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith that 

was to come would be revealed.  So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be 

justified by faith.  Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 

 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith,  for all of you who were baptised into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, 

nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, then you are 

Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

What I am saying is that as long as an heir is under age, he is no different from a slave, although he 

owns the whole estate.  The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 

So also, when we were under age, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the 

world. But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to become his children. 

Because you are his children, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, 

‘Abba,[c] Father.’ So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has 

made you also an heir. 

Gospel  

John 15 v 9 -17  

‘As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.  If you keep my commands, 

you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have 

told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  My command is this: 

love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command.  I no longer call you servants, because a 

servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 

learned from my Father I have made known to you.  You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
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appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit – fruit that will last – and so that whatever you 

ask in my name the Father will give you.  This is my command: love each other. 

Post Communion 

Hear the prayers of our hearts God, that we may be cherished in your truth. 

 

Pentecost 5 

Opening Sentence  

God our strength we come before you in worship and praise. 

Collect 

O God, may your church constantly increase in love and the Spirit of service . We ask for your 

unfailing protection. Amen 

Psalm 

Psalm 89 v 1-8 

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known 

    through all generations. 

I will declare that your love stands firm forever, 

  that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 

You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,    I have sworn to David my servant, 

‘I will establish your line forever  and make your throne firm through all generations.’” 

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; 

    with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known 

    through all generations. 

The heavens praise your wonders, Lord, 

    your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 

For who in the skies above can compare with the Lord? 

    Who is like the Lord among the heavenly beings? 

In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; 

    he is more awesome than all who surround him. 

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; 

    with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known 
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    through all generations. 

I will declare that your love stands firm forever, 

    that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 

The heavens praise your wonders, Lord, your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 

For who in the skies above can compare with the Lord? Who is like the Lord among the heavenly 

beings? 

In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; he is more awesome than all who surround 

him. 

Who is like you, Lord God Almighty? 

    You, Lord, are mighty, and your faithfulness surrounds you. 

The heavens praise your wonders, Lord, 

    your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 

For who in the skies above can compare with the Lord? 

    Who is like the Lord among the heavenly beings? 

  

In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; 

    he is more awesome than all who surround him. 

Who is like you, Lord God Almighty? 

    You, Lord, are mighty, and your faithfulness surrounds you. 

Old Testament  

Exodus 20 v 1-17 

God spoke, and these were his words:  “I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, 

where you were slaves. 

“Worship no god but me. 

“Do not make for yourselves images of anything in heaven or on earth or in the water under the 

earth. Do not bow down to any idol or worship it, because I am the Lord your God and I tolerate no 

rivals. I bring punishment on those who hate me and on their descendants down to the third and 

fourth generation.  But I show my love to thousands of generations of those who love me and obey 

my laws. “Do not use my name for evil purposes, for I, the Lord your God, will punish anyone who 

misuses my name. 

“Observe the Sabbath and keep it holy. You have six days in which to do your work, but the seventh 

day is a day of rest dedicated to me. On that day no one is to work—neither you, your children, your 

slaves, your animals, nor the foreigners who live in your country. In six days I, the Lord, made the 

earth, the sky, the seas, and everything in them, but on the seventh day I rested. That is why I, the 

Lord, blessed the Sabbath and made it holy. 
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 “Respect your father and your mother, so that you may live a long time in the land that I am giving 

you. 

 “Do not commit murder. 

 “Do not commit adultery. 

 “Do not steal. 

 “Do not accuse anyone falsely. 

 “Do not desire another man's house; do not desire his wife, his slaves, his cattle, his donkeys, or 

anything else that he owns.” 

1 Peter 3 v 8-15 

All of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. 9 Do 

not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this 

you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.  For, 

Whoever would love life   and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from 

deceitful speech. 

They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 

For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 

but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil. 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  But even if you should suffer for what is 

right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats[b]; do not be frightened .”But in your hearts revere 

Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 

for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. 

Gospel 

Matthew 19 v 16-26 

Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, ‘Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?’ 

 ‘Why do you ask me about what is good?’ Jesus replied. ‘There is only One who is good. If you want 

to enter life, keep the commandments.’ 

 ‘Which ones?’ he enquired. 

Jesus replied, ‘“You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not 

give false testimony, 19 honour your father and mother,” and “love your neighbour as yourself.”[b]’ 

 ‘All these I have kept,’ the young man said. ‘What do I still lack?’ 

 Jesus answered, ‘If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’ 

When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
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 Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to enter the 

kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 

someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ 

 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, ‘Who then can be saved?’ 

 Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’ 

Post Communion 

Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again.  

Pentecost 6  

Opening Sentence  

Eternal God , you alone are constant in this changing world. Show your servants your works and your 

children your splendour.  

Collect  

Our almighty and beloved God, without you we can do nothing that is  good and holy. Mercifully 

grant us that your Holy Spirit may empower, direct and rule our hearts from this time forward into 

eternity. Amen.  

Psalm  

Psalm 112, v 1-9 . 

 Shout in celebration of praise to the Lord! Everyone who loves the Lord and delights in him will 

cherish his words and be blessed beyond expectation. 

Their descendants will be prosperous and influential. Every generation of his godly lovers will 

experience his favour. Great blessing and wealth fills the house of the wise, for their integrity 

endures forever. 

Shout in celebration of praise to the Lord! Everyone who loves the Lord and delights in him will 

cherish his words and be blessed beyond expectation. 

Even if darkness overtakes them, sunrise-brilliance will come bursting through because they are 

gracious to others, so tender and true. 

Life is good for the one who is generous and charitable ,conducting affairs with honesty and truth. 

Shout in celebration of praise to the Lord! Everyone who loves the Lord and delights in him 

will cherish his words and be blessed beyond expectation. 

Their circumstances will never shake them and others will never forget their example. 

 They will not live in fear or dread of what may come, for their hearts are firm, ever secure in their 

faith. 

Shout in celebration of praise to the Lord !Everyone who loves the Lord and delights in him will 

cherish his words and be blessed beyond expectation. 
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Steady and strong, they will not be afraid, ,but will calmly face their every foe until they all go down 

in defeat. 

Never stingy and always generous to those in need, their lives of influence and honour will never be 

forgotten ,for they were full of good deeds. 

Shout in celebration of praise to the Lord! Everyone who loves the Lord and delights in him will 

cherish his words and be blessed beyond expectation. 

Old Testament  

Exodus 24 v 3-11 

Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the rules. And all the people 

answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the Lord has spoken we will do.” And Moses 

wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of 

the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel.  And he sent young men of 

the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord. 

And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the 

altar.  Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, 

“All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” And Moses took the blood and 

threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you 

in accordance with all these words.” 

 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up,  and they 

saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the 

very heaven for clearness.  And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they 

beheld God, and ate and drank. 

Epistle 

Colossians 3 v 12-17 

As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love, 

which binds them all together in perfect unity.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  Let the message of Christ dwell 

among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, 

and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.  And whatever you do, 

whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 

Gospel  

Luke 15 v 11- end. 

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, 

give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 

squandered his wealth in wild living.  After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in 

that whole country, and he began to be in need.  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of 

that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that 

the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
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 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, 

and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like 

one of your hired servants.’  So he got up and went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he 

ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy 

to be called your son.’ 

 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 

finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For 

this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and 

dancing.  So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on.  ‘Your brother has 

come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and 

sound.’ 

 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.  

But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your 

orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  But when 

this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the 

fattened calf for him!’ 

 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.  But we had to 

celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found.’” 

Post Communion  

Blessed be the Lord for evermore . Amen and again I say Amen. 

Pentecost 7 

Opening Sentence  

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  

Collect  

Great God , we seek to ever do your will in this world. May all that is good and loving ever rules our 

hearts and our actions, for without love we are nothing, through Christ we pray, Amen. 

Psalm  

Psalm 62 

God’s glory is all around me! 

His wrap-around presence is all I need, 

I stand silently to listen for the one I love ,waiting as long as it takes for the Lord to rescue me. 

For God alone has become my Saviour. He alone is my safe place; 
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his wrap-around presence always protects me. For he is my champion defender; there’s no risk of 

failure with God. 

God’s glory is all around me! 

His wrap-around presence is all I need, 

So why would I let worry paralyze me, even when troubles multiply around me? 

But look at these who want me dead, shouting their vicious threats at me! 

The moment they discover my weakness they all begin plotting to take me down. 

God’s glory is all around me! 

His wrap-around presence is all I need, 

Liars, hypocrites, with nothing good to say. All of their energies are spent on moving me from this 

exalted place . 

Pause in his presence I am standing in absolute stillness, silent before the one I love, 

waiting as long as it takes for him to rescue me. 

God’s glory is all around me! 

His wrap-around presence is all I need, 

Only God is my Saviour, and he will not fail me. For he alone is my safe place. 

His wrap-around presence always protects me as my champion defender. 

There’s no risk of failure with God! So why would I let worry paralyze me, 

even when troubles multiply around me? for the Lord is my Saviour, my hero, and my life-giving 

strength. Join me, everyone! Trust only in God every moment! 

God’s glory is all around me! His wrap-around presence is all I need, 

Tell him all your troubles and pour out your heart-longings to him. 

Believe me when I tell you—he will help you! Pause in his presence  

Before God all the people of the earth, high or low, are like smoke that disappears, 

like a vapour that quickly vanishes away. 

Compared to God they’re nothing but vanity, nothing at all! 

God’s glory is all around me! His wrap-around presence is all I need, 

The wealth of the world is nothing to God. So if your wealth increases, don’t be boastful or 

put your trust in your money. And don’t you think for a moment that 

you can get away with stealing by overcharging others just to get more for yourself! 

God’s glory is all around me! His wrap-around presence is all I need, 
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God said to me once and for all, 

“All the strength and power you need flows from me!” 

And again I heard it clearly said, 

“All the love you need is found in me!” 

And it’s true that you repay people for what they do. 

God’s glory is all around me! His wrap-around presence is all I need, 

Old Testament 

Hosea 11 v 1-11 

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 

But the more they were called,  the more they went away from me. 

They sacrificed to the Baals   and they burned incense to images. 

It was I who taught Ephraim to walk,   taking them by the arms; 

but they did not realize   it was I who healed them. 

I led them with cords of human kindness,  with ties of love. 

To them I was like one who lifted  a little child to the cheek, and I bent down to feed them. 

“Will they not return to Egypt  and will not Assyria rule over them  because they refuse to repent? 

A sword will flash in their cities;   it will devour their false prophets and put an end to their plans. 

My people are determined to turn from me. 

 Even though they call me God Most High,   I will by no means exalt them. 

“How can I give you up, Ephraim? 

 How can I hand you over, Israel? 

How can I treat you like Admah? 

 How can I make you like Zeboyim? 

My heart is changed within me; all my compassion is aroused. 

I will not carry out my fierce anger, 

    nor will I devastate Ephraim again. 

For I am God, and not a man—  the Holy One among you. 

 I will not come against their cities. 

They will follow the Lord;  he will roar like a lion. 

When he roars,  his children will come trembling from the west. 
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They will come from Egypt,   trembling like sparrows,   from Assyria, fluttering like doves. 

I will settle them in their homes,” declares the Lord. 

Epistle  

I Corinthians 12 v 27 – 13 to end 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  And God has placed in the 

church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of 

helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues.  Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 

teachers? Do all work miracles?  Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 

interpret?  Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

And yet I will show you the most excellent way. 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 

I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to 

the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonour 

others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not 

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres. 

 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will 

be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  For we know in part and we prophesy in part,  

but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears.  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I 

thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood 

behind me.  For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 

know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

Gospel  

Matthew 18 v 21 -35 

Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? 

As many as seven times?”  Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven 

times. 

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 

his servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 

And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that 

he had, and payment to be made.  So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience 

with me, and I will pay you everything.’  And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released 

him and forgave him the debt. But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow 

servants who owed him a hundred denarii,[j] and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay 

what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you.’  He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt.  When his 

fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 

to their master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You 

wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  And should not you have 
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had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’  And in anger his master delivered him to 

the jailers, until he should pay all his debt.  So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if 

you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

Post Communion  

Your word O Lord is truth. May we stand firm then, sanctified with the belt of truth buckled around 

our waist, with the breastplate of righteousness arrayed, and with our feet fitted with the readiness 

of the gospel of peace. 

 

Pentecost 8 
Opening Sentence  

In Christ God was reconciling the world to Godself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  

 

Collect  

O merciful God, fill our hearts, we pray Thee, with the graces of Thy Holy Spirit – with love, joy, 

peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Teach us to love those 

who hate us; to pray for those who despitefully use us; that we may be children of Thee, our Father 

who makes the sun to shine on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 

unjust. 

In adversity, grant us grace to be patient; in prosperity, keep us humble; may we guard the door of 

our lips; may we lightly esteem the pleasures of the world, and thirst after heavenly things. Amen              

(Anselm)  

Psalm  

Psalm 18  v 1-7 and 16  

I love you, Lord, my strength. 

The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;  my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, 

    my shield  and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 

I love you, Lord, my strength. 

I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise,   and I have been saved from my enemies. 

The cords of death entangled me;  the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me. 

The cords of the grave coiled around me;    the snares of death confronted me. 

I love you, Lord, my strength. 

In my distress I called to the Lord;    I cried to my God for help. From his temple he heard my voice; 

    my cry came before him, into his ears. 
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I love you, Lord, my strength. 

The earth trembled and quaked,   and the foundations of the mountains shook;   they trembled 

because he was angry. 

He reached down from on high and took hold of me;  he drew me out of deep waters. 

I love you, Lord, my strength. 

Old Testament  

Ezekiel 36 v 24-28  

I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your 

own land.  I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your 

impurities and from all your idols.  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 

remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit in you 

and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.  Then you will live in the land I 

gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God. 

Epistle  

Galatians 5 v 16-25 

I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  For the flesh desires what is 

contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each 

other, so that you are not to do whatever[c] you want.  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. 

 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and 

witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  and envy; 

drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 

inherit the kingdom of God. 

 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus 

have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step 

with the Spirit. 

Gospel 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit – fruit 

that will last – and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my 

command: love each other. 

 ‘If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.  If you belonged to the world, it would 

love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. 

That is why the world hates you.  Remember what I told you: “A servant is not greater than his 

master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will 

obey yours also.  They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one 

who sent me.  If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they 

have no excuse for their sin.  Whoever hates me hates my Father as well.  If I had not done among 

them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they 

have hated both me and my Father.  But this is to fulfil what is written in their Law: “They hated me 

without reason.” 
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 ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father – the Spirit of truth who goes 

out from the Father – he will testify about me.  And you also must testify, for you have been with me 

from the beginning. 

Post Communion  

Lord of concord, set aflame the whole church with the fire of your Spirit. Unite us as we stand in the 

world as a sign of your love.  

Pentecost 9  

Opening Sentence  

We are the people of your host, standing here before you. For your power Holy Spirit we implore 

you.  

Collect  

Almighty God, without you we are powerless to help ourselves and others. We ask for physical, 

mental and spiritual strength and protection as we seek to do your will in this world. Through Christ 

the great healer, Amen.  

Psalm  

Psalm 18 v 32-38,  

It is God who arms me with strength   and keeps my way secure. 

He makes my feet like the feet of a deer;   he causes me to stand on the heights. 

He trains my hands for battle;   my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 

It is God who arms me with strength and keeps my way secure. 

You make your saving help my shield,   and your right hand sustains me; your help has made me 

great. 

You provide a broad path for my feet,    so that my ankles do not give way. 

It is God who arms me with strength and keeps my way secure. 

I pursued my enemies and overtook them;  I did not turn back till they were destroyed. 

I crushed them so that they could not rise; they fell beneath my feet. 

It is God who arms me with strength and keeps my way secure. 

Old Testament  

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide:  

“Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River 

into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites.  I will give you every place where you set 

your foot, as I promised Moses.  Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the 

great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west.  No one 

will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I 
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will never leave you nor forsake you.  Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people 

to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 

 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not 

turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of 

the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 

everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.  Have I not commanded you? Be 

strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with 

you wherever you go.” 

Epistle  

Philippians 4 v 4-9 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord 

is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, 

whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  Whatever 

you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of 

peace will be with you. 

Gospel  

John 17 v 11-19 

I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep those you have given me true to your name, so that they may 

be one like us. 

While I was with them, I kept those you had given me true to your name. I have watched over them 

and not one is lost except one who was destined to be lost, and this was to fulfil the scriptures. 

But now I am coming to you and I say these things in the world to share my joy with them to the full. 

I passed your word on to them, and the world hated them, because they belong to the world no 

more than I belong to the world. 

I am not asking you to remove them from the world, but to protect them from the Evil One. 

 They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world. 

 Consecrate them in the truth; your word is truth. 

 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world, 

 and for their sake I consecrate myself so that they too may be consecrated in truth. 

Post Communion  

May we all be able to say’ I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that God is able to keep 

me until the end. ‘ 
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Pentecost 10  

Opening Sentence  

Come Holy Spirit and inspire us to understand your holy word this day and let nothing stand in the 

way of the truth which Christ proclaimed.  

Collect 

God of great forgiveness, you long to heal us with your loving touch. Open our hearts as we ask to 

your unconditional love. Anoint us with the caring tears of your Spirit,  and wipe away our tears and 

bitter memories,  that your love may flow in a d through us the better. Amen.  

Psalm 

Psalm 73 v 23-28  

Whom have I in heaven but you? 

I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand. You guide me with your counsel, and afterward 

you will take me into glory.   And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

Whom have I in heaven but you? 

 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  Those 

who are far from you will perish; you destroy all who are unfaithful to you. But as for me, it is good 

to be near God. I have made the Sovereign LORD my refuge; I will tell of all your deeds. 

Whom have I in heaven but you? 

Old Testament  

1 Samuel 24, 9-17, 

He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’? This day you 

have seen with your own eyes how the Lord delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged 

me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the Lord’s 

anointed.’  See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your 

robe but did not kill you. See that there is nothing in my hand to indicate that I am guilty of 

wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. May 

the Lord judge between you and me. And may the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to me, 

but my hand will not touch you.  As the old saying goes, ‘From evildoers come evil deeds,’ so my 

hand will not touch you. 

 “Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Who are you pursuing? A dead dog? A flea?  May 

the Lord be our judge and decide between us. May he consider my cause and uphold it; may he 

vindicate me by delivering me from your hand.” 

 When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?” And he wept aloud.  

“You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but I have treated you badly. 

Epistle  

Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that 

person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and 

in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ. If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, 
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they deceive themselves. Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in 

themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, for each one should carry their 

own load. Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things 

with their instructor. 

 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.  Whoever sows to please 

their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit 

will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 

harvest if we do not give up.  Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 

especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 

Gospel  

Luke 7 v 36- to end  

One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined 

at table.  And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining 

at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment,  and standing behind him at 

his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head 

and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited 

him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what 

sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.”  And Jesus answering said to him, 

“Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 

 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  

When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 

Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, 

“You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this 

woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her 

tears and wiped them with her hair.  You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not 

ceased to kiss my feet.  You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 

ointment.  Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he 

who is forgiven little, loves little.”  And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  Then those who 

were at table with him began to say among[h] themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 

And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

Post Communion  

May our lives as well as our words reflect the truth you gave us. Amen. 

Pentecost 11 

Opening Sentence  

Great God of all goodness, whose love exceeds anything we can ever deserve, we ask your blessing 

on this service and all gathered here.  

Collect  

O Christ, may we who are on occasions swayed by the opinions of the world, and avoid conflict, for 

fear it will cost us dear, still hold on to the inner truths of your Gospel, and so follow faithfully the 

path of justice which you have set before us. Amen.  

Psalm  
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Psalm 40 v 1-8 

Many, LORD my God, are the wonders you have done, the things you planned for us. 

I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, 

out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.  He put a new 

song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. 

Many, LORD my God, are the wonders you have done, the things you planned for us. 

 Many will see and fear the LORD and put their trust in him.  Blessed is the one who trusts in the 

LORD, who does not look to the proud, to those who turn aside to false gods. None can compare 

with you; were I to speak and tell of your deeds, they would be too many to declare. 

Many, LORD my God, are the wonders you have done, the things you planned for us. 

Sacrifice and offering you did not desire— but my ears you have opened — burnt offerings and sin 

offerings you did not require. Then I said, “Here I am, I have come— it is written about me in the 

scroll. I desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart.” 

Many, LORD my God, are the wonders you have done, the things you planned for us. 

Old Testament  

1 Chronicles 29 v 1-9, 

King David said to the whole assembly: “My son Solomon, the one whom God has chosen, is young 

and inexperienced. The task is great, because this palatial structure is not for man but for the Lord 

God.  With all my resources I have provided for the temple of my God—gold for the gold work, silver 

for the silver, bronze for the bronze, iron for the iron and wood for the wood, as well as onyx for the 

settings, turquoise stones of various colours, and all kinds of fine stone and marble—all of these in 

large quantities.  Besides, in my devotion to the temple of my God I now give my personal treasures 

of gold and silver for the temple of my God, over and above everything I have provided for this holy 

temple:  three thousand talents of gold (gold of Ophir) and seven thousand talents of refined silver, 

for the overlaying of the walls of the buildings,  for the gold work and the silver work, and for all the 

work to be done by the craftsmen. Now, who is willing to consecrate themselves to the Lord today?” 

 Then the leaders of families, the officers of the tribes of Israel, the commanders of thousands and 

commanders of hundreds, and the officials in charge of the king’s work gave willingly.  They gave 

toward the work on the temple of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, ten 

thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand talents of bronze and a hundred thousand talents of 

iron.  Anyone who had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the temple of the Lord in the 

custody of Jehiel the Gershonite. The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for 

they had given freely and wholeheartedly to the Lord. David the king also rejoiced greatly. 

Epistle 

Philippians 1 v 1-11 

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, 

together with the overseers and deacons  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
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I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy  

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that 

he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in 

chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. God can 

testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 

insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day 

of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and 

praise of God. 

Gospel 

Matthew 20 v 1-16,  

The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his 

vineyard.  He agreed to pay them a denarius[a] for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 

“About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 

He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 

went. 

“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing.  About five 

in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you 

been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 

“‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 

 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay 

them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 

 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius.  So 

when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also 

received a denarius.  When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner.  ‘These 

who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who 

have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 

 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a 

denarius?  Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you.  

Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?’ 

 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

Post Communion  

Our help is in the name of the Lord who made the heavens and the earth: the Lord be with you and 

with your Spirit.  
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Pentecost 12  

Opening Sentence  

God of the churches , your will be done. 

Collect  

Rock of ages, the very foundation of our being. Help us O God to remain as steady and firm as your 

word of creation, always looking towards the glory of your kingdom, Yours in Christ we ask.  

Psalm  

Psalm 96 v 1-6 

Sing to the Lord a new song;  sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Sing to the Lord, praise his name;  proclaim his salvation day after day. 

Declare his glory among the nations,   his marvellous deeds among all peoples. 

Sing to the Lord a new song;  sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;   he is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the nations are idols,   but the Lord made the heavens. 

Sing to the Lord a new song;  sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Splendour and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 

Sing to the Lord a new song;  sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Old Testament 

Micah 4 v 1-5, 

In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established 

 as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, 

 and peoples will stream to it. 

Many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,  to the temple of  

the God of Jacob. 

He will teach us his ways,  so that we may walk in his paths.” 

The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He will judge between many peoples 

 and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. 

They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation,   nor will they train for war anymore. 
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Everyone will sit under their own vine  and under their own fig tree, 

and no one will make them afraid, for the Lord Almighty has spoken. 

All the nations may walk  in the name of their gods, 

but we will walk in the name of the Lord   our God for ever and ever. 

New Testament 

Acts 17 v 22-34 

Paul  stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every way 

you are very religious.  For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even 

found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you 

worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 

 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live 

in temples built by human hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. 

Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. From one man he made all the 

nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in 

history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps 

reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us.  ‘For in him we live and 

move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 

 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or 

silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such 

ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will 

judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by 

raising him from the dead.” 

When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, “We 

want to hear you again on this subject.” At that, Paul left the Council.  Some of the people became 

followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a 

woman named Damaris, and a number of others. 

Gospel 

Matthew 5 v 13-16 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is 

no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a 

lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 

house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 

Post Communion 

In our varied ways may we go to serve you in holiness and truth to the glory of your name O Lord.  
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Pentecost 13  

Opening sentence  

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ is here, Christ will come again  

Collect  

God the Maker, we ask your blessing upon us, Jesus, Saviour be with us now, and the loving blessing 

of the Spirit, this we ask Amen.  

Psalm  

Psalm 43  

Send me your light and your faithful care,  let them lead me; 

Vindicate me, my God,  and plead my cause  against an unfaithful nation. 

Rescue me from those who are  deceitful and wicked. 

You are God my stronghold. Why have you rejected me? 

Send me your light and your faithful care,  let them lead me; 

Why must I go about mourning,  oppressed by the enemy? 

let them bring me to your holy mountain,  to the place where you dwell. 

Then I will go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and my delight. 

Send me your light and your faithful care,  let them lead me; 

I will praise you with the lyre,  O God, my God. 

Why, my soul, are you downcast?  Why so disturbed within me? 

Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him  my Saviour and my God. 

 Send me your light and your faithful care,   let them lead me; 

Old Testament 

Jeremiah 20 v 7-11a, 

You deceived me, LORD, and I was deceived ; you overpowered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed all 

day long; everyone mocks me. Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So 

the word of the LORD has brought me insult and reproach all day long. But if I say, “I will not 

mention his word or speak anymore in his name,” his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in 

my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.  I hear many whispering, “Terror on every 

side! Denounce him! Let’s denounce him!” All my friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, “Perhaps 

he will be deceived; then we will prevail over him and take our revenge on him.”  But the LORD is 

with me like a mighty warrior. 

New Testament 

Acts 20 v 17-35, 
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From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church.  When they arrived, he said to them: 

“You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of 

Asia. I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the 

plots of my Jewish opponents. You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be 

helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house.  I have declared to both Jews 

and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 

 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me 

there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing 

me.  However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete 

the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 

 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see 

me again.  Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of you. For I have 

not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.  Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock 

of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he 

bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will 

not spare the flock.  Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to 

draw away disciples after them.  So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never 

stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 

 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an 

inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or 

clothing.  You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs 

of my companions.  In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the 

weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.’ ” 

Gospel  

Matthew 10 v 16-22, 

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent 

as doves.  Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the 

synagogues. On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them 

and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At 

that time you will be given what to say,  for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father 

speaking through you. 

 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents 

and have them put to death. You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands 

firm to the end will be saved. 

Post Communion  

Day by day may we be with strength supplied through our Lord the Christ.  
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Pentecost 14  

Opening Sentence  

Come to us, God of peace, come now with your healing, reconciling power, that fear be cast out by 

love.  

Collect  

Lord, our God, May we your people hold fast to the gospel of truth and justice, follow faithfully your 

path of compassion and solidarity with all who feel excluded by the world, and even by the church 

which takes your name May we advance together with sure confidence  in the glory to be revealed. 

Amen  

Psalm  

Psalm 118 v 14-21 

I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation. 

The Lord is my strength and my defence,  he has become my salvation.  

Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: 

“The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things! 

I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation. 

 The Lord’s right hand is lifted high;   the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!” 

I will not die but live,  and will proclaim what the Lord has done. 

The Lord has chastened me severely,  but he has not given me over to death. 

I will give you thanks, for you answered me;   you have become my salvation. 

Open for me the gates of the righteous;   I will enter and give thanks to the Lord. 

This is the gate of the Lord through which the righteous may enter. 

The stone the builders rejected  has become the cornerstone; 

I will give you thanks, for you answered me;  you have become my salvation. 

Old Testament  

Proverbs 31, v 10 to 31 

A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. Her husband has full 

confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. 

She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands. She is like the merchant ships, bringing her 

food from afar. She gets up while it is still night; she provides food for her family and portions for her 

female servants.  She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.  She 

sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks.  She sees that her trading is 

profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night. In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the 

spindle with her fingers.  She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.  

When it snows, she has no fear for her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet.  She makes 
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coverings for her bed; she is clothed in scarlet.  She makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed in 

fine linen and purple.  Her husband is respected at the city gate, where he takes his seat among the 

elders of the land. She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies the merchants with 

sashes.  She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. She speaks with 

wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue.  She watches over the affairs of her household and 

does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he 

praises her:  “Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all.”  Charm is deceptive, and 

beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  Honour her for all that her 

hands have done, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. 

Epistle  

Ephesians 3 v 14 to 21 

For this reason I kneel before the Father,  from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its 

name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in 

your inner being,  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 

rooted and established in love,  may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp 

how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,  and to know this love that surpasses 

knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 

power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

Gospel 

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, 

“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”  He said to them, “When you pray, say: “ 

‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  Give us each day our daily bread.  Forgive us 

our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.’ ”  Then 

Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend 

me three loaves of bread;  a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer 

him.’ And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my 

children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get 

up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will 

surely get up and give you as much as you need.  “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; 

seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; 

the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.  “Which of you 

fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him 

a scorpion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

Post Communion  

Risen Christ be with us.  
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Pentecost 15  

Opening Sentence  

We come to worship Christ who came into this world so that those for whom there is no room in this 

world might be brought into the centre of God’s kingdom. 

Collect  

Triune God, ever leading us, filling us , and so fitting us with the strength we need to follow your 

path .Help us top know that only by walking your way can we step on into the glory or resurrection 

with you. Amen 

Psalm  

Psalm 87 

The Lord will write in the register of the peoples:   “This one was born in Zion.” 

He has founded his city on the holy mountain. The Lord loves the gates of Zion 

    more than all the other dwellings of Jacob. 

Glorious things are said of you,  city of God: 

 “I will record Rahab and Babylon   among those who acknowledge me— 

Philistia too, and Tyre, along with Cush 

    and will say, ‘This one was born in Zion.’” 

 The Lord will write in the register of the peoples:    “This one was born in Zion.” 

Indeed, of Zion it will be said,   “This one and that one were born in her, 

    and the Most High himself will establish her. 

The Lord will write in the register of the peoples: “This one was born in Zion.”7  

As they make music they will sing, “All my fountains are in you. 

The Lord will write in the register of the peoples:  “This one was born in Zion.” 

Old Testament  

Isaiah 45 v 1-7, 

“This is what the Lord says to his anointed,   to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of 

to subdue nations before him  and to strip kings of their armour, 

to open doors before him  so that gates will not be shut: 

I will go before you  and will level the mountains; 

I will break down gates of bronze  and cut through bars of iron. 

I will give you hidden treasures, riches stored in secret places, 
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so that you may know that I am the Lord,    the God of Israel, who summons you by name. 

For the sake of Jacob my servant,  of Israel my chosen, 

I summon you by name   and bestow on you a title of honour,  though you do not acknowledge me. 

I am the Lord, and there is no other;  apart from me there is no God. 

I will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me, 

so that from the rising of the sun  to the place of its setting 

people may know there is none besides me.  I am the Lord, and there is no other. 

I form the light and create darkness,   I bring prosperity and create disaster;  I, the Lord, do all these  

things. 

Epistle  

I Timothy 2 v 1-7 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 

people,  for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly 

and dignified in every way.  This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Saviour,  who 

desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God, and 

there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  who gave himself as a ransom 

for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.  For this I was appointed a preacher and an 

apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

Gospel  

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, and he said to his attendants, “This is 

John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him.” 

Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, his brother 

Philip’s wife,  for John had been saying to him: “It is not lawful for you to have her.” Herod wanted 

to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered John a prophet. 

 On Herod’s birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for the guests and pleased Herod so much  

that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked.  Prompted by her mother, she said, 

“Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist.”  The king was distressed, but because of 

his oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted and had John beheaded in 

the prison.  His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother.  

John’s disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus. 

Post Communion  

Creator God grant us peace and strength. 

Redeemer God , grant us newness of life. 

Spirit God empower and encourage us. Amen 
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Pentecost 16  

Opening sentence  

Let us approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace 

to help us in our time of need 

Collect  

O God, ignite our lips with that same passion burning in your heart of love, that we might become 

the hands that reach, the lips that speak out, living in the life you give, messengers of your power, 

Amen.  

Psalm  

Psalm 15  

Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent?   Who may live on your holy mountain? 

The one whose walk is blameless,   who does what is righteous,  who speaks the truth from their 

heart; 

whose tongue utters no slander, who does no wrong to a neighbour, and casts no slur on others; 

Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent?  Who may live on your holy mountain? 

The one who despises a vile person  but honours those who fear the Lord; 

who keeps an oath even when it hurts, and does not change their mind; 

 Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent? Who may live on your holy mountain? 

Who lends money to the poor without interest;  who does not accept a bribe against the innocent. 

Whoever does these things  will never be shaken. 

Whoever does these things will never be shaken. 

Old Testament 

Deuteronomy 15 v 7-11 

If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the Lord your God is 

giving you, do not be hard hearted or tight fisted toward them.  Rather, be openhanded and freely 

lend them whatever they need. Be careful not to harbour this wicked thought: “The seventh year, 

the year for cancelling debts, is near,” so that you do not show ill will toward the needy among your 

fellow Israelites and give them nothing. They may then appeal to the Lord against you, and you will 

be found guilty of sin.  Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of 

this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.  There 

will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your 

fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your land. 

Epistle 

1 John 4 v 15-21 
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If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. And so we 

know and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. This is how love is made complete 

among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus.  

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 

The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

 We love because he first loved us.  Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. 

For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom 

they have not seen. And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their 

brother and sister. 

Gospel 

Luke 16 v 19 to end. 

There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day.  At his 

gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores  and longing to eat what fell from the rich 

man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.  “The time came when the beggar died and the 

angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried.  In Hades, where he 

was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.  So he called to 

him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 

my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’  “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your 

lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted 

here and you are in agony.  And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in 

place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there 

to us.’  “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family,  for I have five brothers. 

Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’  “Abraham replied, 

‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’  “ ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if 

someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’  “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to 

Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

Post Communion 

Now with rejoicing make celebration , joy full of promise, humble in purpose over the years 

Pentecost 17  

Opening Sentence  

The living God, the living, moving Spirit of God , calls us together to witness and to celebrate even in 

our struggles.  

Collect  

Look at us, O God. 

Our hands are empty, our hearts are hungry. 

We hunger for you our maker. 

We hunger for you Holy Spirit, to dwell with us, in us. 

We are hungry for justice, for community, for celebration, hungry for you O Christ.  
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Psalm  

Psalm 56  

 In God, whose word I praise—in God I trust and am not afraid. 

Be merciful to me, my God,   for my enemies are in hot pursuit;  all day long they press their attack. 

My adversaries pursue me all day long;   in their pride many are attacking me. 

When I am afraid, I put my trust in you 

    In God, whose word I praise—in God I trust and am not afraid. 

 What can mere mortals do to me? All day long they twist my words;   all their schemes are for my 

ruin. 

They conspire, they lurk, they watch my steps, hoping to take my life. 

Because of their wickedness do not[c] let them escape; in your anger, God, bring the nations down. 

 In God, whose word I praise—in God I trust and am not afraid. 

Record my misery;   list my tears on your scroll[d]—  are they not in your record? 

Then my enemies will turn back when I call for help.  By this I will know that God is for me. 

In God, whose word I praise, in the Lord, whose word I praise— 

 In God, whose word I praise—in God I trust and am not afraid. 

 What can man do to me? I am under vows to you, my God; 

 I will present my thank offerings to you. 

For you have delivered me from death and my feet from stumbling, 

that I may walk before God  in the light of life. 

 In God, whose word I praise—in God I trust and am not afraid. 

Old Testament  

Jeremiah 32 v 6-15, 

 Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me:  Hanamel son of Shallum your uncle is going to 

come to you and say, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth, because as nearest relative it is your right and duty 

to buy it.’ 

 “Then, just as the Lord had said, my cousin Hanamel came to me in the courtyard of the guard and 

said, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. Since it is your right to redeem it and 

possess it, buy it for yourself.’ 

“I knew that this was the word of the Lord;  so I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin 

Hanamel and weighed out for him seventeen shekels[a] of silver.  I signed and sealed the deed, had 

it witnessed, and weighed out the silver on the scales.  I took the deed of purchase—the sealed copy 

containing the terms and conditions, as well as the unsealed copy—  and I gave this deed to Baruch 
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son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel and of the witnesses who 

had signed the deed and of all the Jews sitting in the courtyard of the guard. 

 “In their presence I gave Baruch these instructions:  ‘This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of 

Israel, says: Take these documents, both the sealed and unsealed copies of the deed of purchase, 

and put them in a clay jar so they will last a long time.  For this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of 

Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards will again be bought in this land.’ 

Epistle  

“We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles know that a person is not justified by the works of 

the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be 

justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one 

will be justified. 

 “But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the sinners, doesn’t 

that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not!  If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would 

be a lawbreaker. 

“For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God.  I have been crucified with Christ 

and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness 

could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”[b] 

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly 

portrayed as crucified.  I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the 

works of the law, or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of 

the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh? Have you experienced so much in 

vain—if it really was in vain? So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among 

you by the works of the law, or by your believing what you heard? 6 So also Abraham “believed God, 

and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 

 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. Scripture foresaw that God 

would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations 

will be blessed through you.” So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of 

faith. 

Gospel  

Luke 7 v 1-10, 

] When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. There 

a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die.  The centurion 

heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 

When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, "This man deserves to have you do this,  

because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue." So Jesus went with them. 

He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble 

yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.  That is why I did not even consider 

myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I myself am a 

man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' 

and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  
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When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell 

you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel."  Then the men who had been sent returned to 

the house and found the servant well. 

Post Communion  

We are worthy by your spirit. 

We are worthy by your son 

to proclaim your gospel story 

of a world in Christ made one. 

Pentecost 18 

Opening Sentence  

We wait for your mercy to fall O God.  

Collect 

O God, who calls us to you, encircle us, centre our minds, still our bodies, that we may be fully aware 

of your presence with us just now. Amen. 

Psalm  

Psalm 90 v 13-17 

Let the favour  of the Lord our God be upon us, 

Return, O Lord! How long?  Have pity on your servants! 

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,  that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

Let the favour  of the Lord our God be upon us, 

Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, and for as many years as we have seen evil. 

Let your work be shown to your servants, and your glorious power to their children. 

Let the favour  of the Lord our God be upon us, 

 and establish the work of our hands upon us;   yes, establish the work of our hands! 

Let the favour  of the Lord our God be upon us, 

Old Testament  

Deuteronomy 26 v 1-11 

 When you have entered the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance and have taken 

possession of it and settled in it, take some of the first fruits of all that you produce from the soil of 

the land the Lord your God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place the Lord your 

God will choose as a dwelling for his Name and say to the priest in office at the time, “I declare today 

to the Lord your God that I have come to the land the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.”  The 

priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in front of the altar of the Lord your 
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God.  Then you shall declare before the Lord your God: “My father was a wandering Aramean, and 

he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became a great nation, powerful 

and numerous.  But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us suffer, subjecting us to harsh labour. 

Then we cried out to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, and the Lord heard our voice and saw our 

misery, toil and oppression.  So the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs and wonders.  He brought us to this place and 

gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey;  and now I bring the first fruits of the soil that 

you, Lord, have given me.” Place the basket before the Lord your God and bow down before him.  

Then you and the Levites and the foreigners residing among you shall rejoice in all the good things 

the Lord your God has given to you and your household. 

Epistle 

2 Corinthians 8 v 1-9, 

Now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian 

churches.  In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled 

up in rich generosity.  For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their 

ability. Entirely on their own,  they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service 

to the Lord’s people. And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the 

Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.  So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a 

beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.  But since you excel in 

everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have 

kindled in you[a]—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 

 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the 

earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 

yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

Gospel 

Matthew 5 v 17-26 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 

but to fulfil them.  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not 

the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.  

Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others 

accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these 

commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  For I tell you that unless your 

righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 

enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who 

murders will be subject to judgment.’  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister 

will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to 

the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. 

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister 

has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to 

them; then come and offer your gift. 

“Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still 

together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand 
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you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison.  Truly I tell you, you will not get out until 

you have paid the last penny. 

Post Communion  

In the Spirit of Christ we are released , free from all the cares which would entangle us. Praise God  

Pentecost 19  

Opening Sentence  

You alone O God are love most holy.  

Collect  

Mothering God, bring us out of darkness into the light of your mercy and grace, living each day  in 

full trust and obedience, holding each other in love’s warm embrace. (from Ruth Burgess) . 

Psalm  

Psalm 139 v 1-11 

You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 

You know when I sit and when I rise;  you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

You discern my going out and my lying down;  you are familiar with all my ways.  

Before a word is on my tongue  you, Lord, know it completely. 

You hem me in behind and before and you lay your hand upon me. 

You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 

You know when I sit and when I rise;  you perceive my thoughts from afar.                                                                                                     

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 

If I go up to the heavens, you are there;  if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 

You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 

You know when I sit and when I rise;  you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

If I rise on the wings of the dawn,  if I settle on the far side of the sea, 

even there your hand will guide me,  your right hand will hold me fast. 

If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,” 

You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 

You know when I sit and when I rise;  you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

Old Testament  
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Genesis 28 v 10 to end, 

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran.  When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the 

night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down 

to sleep.  He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to 

heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.  There above it[a] stood the 

Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give 

you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like the dust of 

the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All 

peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you and will watch over 

you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what 

I have promised you.” 

 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware 

of it.”  He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of 

God; this is the gate of heaven.” 

 Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar 

and poured oil on top of it.  He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called Luz. 

 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am 

taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely to my father’s 

household, then the Lord will be my God  and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s 

house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.” 

New Testament  

 Hebrews 11 v 1 – 3 and 8-16, 

Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see.  Through 

their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation. 

 By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that what we now 

see did not come from anything that can be seen. 

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another land 

that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going.  And 

even when he reached the land God promised him, he lived there by faith—for he was like a 

foreigner, living in tents. And so did Isaac and Jacob, who inherited the same promise.  Abraham was 

confidently looking forward to a city with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God. 

It was by faith that even Sarah was able to have a child, though she was barren and was too old. She 

believed that God would keep his promise. And so a whole nation came from this one man who was 

as good as dead—a nation with so many people that, like the stars in the sky and the sand on the 

seashore, there is no way to count them. 

 All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what was 

promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that they were 

foreigners and nomads here on earth.  Obviously people who say such things are looking forward to 

a country they can call their own.  If they had longed for the country they came from, they could 

have gone back. But they were looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland. That is why God is 

not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

Gospel 
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Matthew 6 v 24 to end 

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. Therefore I tell 

you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. 

Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not 

sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much 

more valuable than they?  Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?  “And why 

do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I 

tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these.  If that is how God 

clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 

much more clothe you—you of little faith?  So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 

shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the pagans run after all these things, and your 

heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

Post Communion 

The gospel of Love and Truth, may we live it out in deeds of compassion with justice and forgiveness. 

Pentecost 20  

Opening Sentence  

Lord, lift us into your kingdom , world without end.  

Collect 

Holy God, today we ask that you hear our songs of worship and praise, these we bring in response to 

your love and in the prayerful hope you will send us out equipped into the world. Amen.  

Psalm 

Psalm 37 v 34 -40 

The salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord;   he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

Hope in the Lord    and keep his way. 

He will exalt you to inherit the land;  when the wicked are destroyed, you will see it. 

I have seen a wicked and ruthless man  flourishing like a luxuriant native tree, but he soon passed 

away and was no more;  though I looked for him, he could not be found. 

The salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord;   he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

Consider the blameless, observe the upright;  a future awaits those who seek peace. 

But all sinners will be destroyed;    there will be no future for the wicked. 

The salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord;  he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

The Lord helps them and delivers them;    he delivers them from the wicked and saves them, 

  because they take refuge in him. 
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The salvation of the righteous comes from the Lord;    he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

Old Testament  

Daniel 3  v 13-26, 

Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men 

were brought before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up?  Now when 

you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready 

to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be 

thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my 

hand?” 

 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 

ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is 

able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not, 

we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold 

you have set up.” 

 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward 

them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual  and commanded some 

of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them 

into the blazing furnace.  So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, 

were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. The king’s command was so urgent and the 

furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego,  and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 

 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there 

three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” 

They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 

 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth 

looks like a son of the gods.” Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace 

and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come 

here!” 

So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 

Epistle 

Romans 8 v 18-25 

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in 

us. For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed.  For the 

creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected 

it, in hope  that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 

freedom and glory of the children of God. 

 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 

present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 

as we wait eagerly for our adoption , the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. 

But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?  But if we hope for 

what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
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Gospel 

Luke 9 v 51 to end, 

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.  

And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him;  

but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. When the 

disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven 

to destroy them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and his disciples went to another 

village. 

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 

 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his 

head.” 

 He said to another man, “Follow me.” 

But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 

 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

1 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 

 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom 

of God.” 

Post Communion  

We are your people, Lord, by your grace, meeting your love with our praise . 

Pentecost 21  

Opening sentence  

Christ crucified, now is alive, Hallelujah, Amen and Amen 

Collect  

Fathering, Mothering God, there are times when the darkness threatens our faith  in the truth of 

your love. Come to us then  with all the power of your Spirit, fierce as a tigress, yet soft as a dove. 

Bring us out of the darkness which would envelop us, into the full light of your mercy and grace, 

living each day  in trust and obedience. Amen. 

Psalm  

Psalm 116, v 12 -16 

What shall I return to the Lord   for all his goodness to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 

 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord  in the presence of all his people. 

 What shall I return to the Lord for all his goodness to me? 

Precious in the sight of the Lord   is the death of his faithful servants. 
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Truly I am your servant, Lord;    I serve you just as my mother did; you have freed me from my 

chains. 

Old Testament  

Habakkuk, 2 v 1-4, 

I will stand at my watch   and station myself on the ramparts; 

I will look to see what he will say to me,  and what answer I am to give to this complaint.[a] 

Then the Lord replied: 

“Write down the revelation    and make it plain on tablets  so that a herald may run with it. 

For the revelation awaits an appointed time;  it speaks of the end  and will not prove false. 

Though it linger, wait for it;   It will certainly come  and will not delay. 

 “See, the enemy is puffed up;   his desires are not upright—  but the righteous person will live by his 

faithfulness. 

New Testament  

Acts 26 v 1-8,   

Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” 

So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defence: “King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate to 

stand before you today as I make my defence against all the accusations of the Jews,  and especially 

so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs and controversies. Therefore, I beg 

you to listen to me patiently. 

“The Jewish people all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the beginning of my 

life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem. They have known me for a long time and can testify, if 

they are willing, that I conformed to the strictest sect of our religion, living as a Pharisee.  And now it 

is because of my hope in what God has promised our ancestors that I am on trial today.  This is the 

promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve God day and night. King 

Agrippa, it is because of this hope that these Jews are accusing me. Why should any of you consider 

it incredible that God raises the dead? 

Gospel  

Luke 18 v 1-8, 

Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.  He 

said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought.  

And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against 

my adversary.’ 

 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what 

people think,  yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she 

won’t eventually come and attack me!’” 

And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his 

chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see 
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that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the 

earth?” 

Post Communion  

Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it.  

Pentecost 22 

Opening Sentence  

The bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world  

Collect  

Lord, renew us as individuals and as your church. Give us focus where it has been lost or blurred. Stir 

up your faithful people Lord. Dare us to believe in all that you are and do, and call us anew and name 

us your people in this world. Amen 

Psalm  

Psalm 146  

The Lord reigns forever,    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, my soul. 

I will praise the Lord all my life;   I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 

The Lord reigns forever,   your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the Lord . Do not put your trust in princes,   in human beings, who cannot save. 

When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;   on that very day their plans come to nothing. 

Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,   whose hope is in the Lord their God. 

The Lord reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the Lord. He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them— he remains  

faithful forever. 

He upholds the cause of the oppressed  and gives food to the hungry .The Lord sets prisoners free, 

 The Lord gives sight to the blind ,the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down,  the Lord loves the  

righteous. 

 The Lord reigns forever,  your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the Lord. The Lord watches over the foreigner  and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 

  but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 

The Lord reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the Lord. 
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Old Testament  

Jeremiah 29, v 1 and 4-14, 

This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders 

among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had 

carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem 

to Babylon:  “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.  Marry and 

have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they 

too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease.  Also, seek the peace 

and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it 

prospers, you too will prosper.”  Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not 

let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage 

them to have.  They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” declares the 

LORD.  This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to 

you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place.  For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  

Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find 

me when you seek me with all your heart.  I will be found by you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring 

you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” 

declares the LORD, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 

Epistle  

Philippians 3 v 7 to end 

Whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider 

everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 

have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ  and be found in him, not having 

a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the 

righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. I want to know Christ—yes, to know the 

power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  and so, 

somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.  Not that I have already obtained all this, or 

have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 

me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  I press on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think 

differently, that too God will make clear to you.  Only let us live up to what we have already 

attained. Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a 

model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do.  For, as I have often told you before and now tell 

you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, 

their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things.  But 

our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,  who, 

by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies 

so that they will be like his glorious body. 

Gospel  

John 17 v 1-10 
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After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  For you granted him 

authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is 

eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  I have 

brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in 

your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 

 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them 

to me and they have obeyed your word.  Now they know that everything you have given me comes 

from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with 

certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.  I pray for them. I am not 

praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  All I have is yours, and all 

you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 

Post Communion  

Blessed are those who hear the word of the Lord and keep it.  

Last Sunday after Pentecost  

Opening Sentence  

Wellspring of mercy, how good and gracious is your kindness towards us.  

Collect  

Almighty God, you have declared us to be your children, and gathered us into your church 

worldwide. You daily forgive us and grant us new life through your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our 

faith, and graciously receive our prayers and praises. This we ask through Christ our Saviour, Amen. 

Psalm 

Psalm 112  

Praise the Lord. Blessed are those who fear the Lord, who find great delight in his commands. 

Their children will be mighty in the land;    the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures forever.  

Even in darkness light dawns for the upright,  for those who are gracious and compassionate and 

righteous. 

 Praise the Lord. Blessed are those who fear the Lord, who find great delight in his commands.. 

Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely,  who conduct their affairs with justice. 

Surely the righteous will never be shaken;   they will be remembered forever. 

Praise the Lord. Blessed are those who fear the Lord, who find great delight in his commands 

They will have no fear of bad news;    their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 

Their hearts are secure, they will have no fear;   in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. 
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They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor,    their righteousness endures forever; 

 Their horn will be lifted high in honour. The wicked will see and be vexed, they will gnash their teeth 

and waste away;   the longings of the wicked will come to nothing. 

 Praise the Lord. Blessed are those who fear the Lord, who find great delight in his commands. 

Old Testament  

Deuteronomy 11 v 18-28 

Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them 

on your foreheads.  Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and 

when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Write them on the 

doorframes of your houses and on your gates,  so that your days and the days of your children may 

be many in the land the Lord swore to give your ancestors, as many as the days that the heavens are 

above the earth. 

 If you carefully observe all these commands I am giving you to follow—to love the Lord your God, to 

walk in obedience to him and to hold fast to him— then the Lord will drive out all these nations 

before you, and you will dispossess nations larger and stronger than you.  Every place where you set 

your foot will be yours: Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the 

Euphrates River to the Mediterranean Sea. No one will be able to stand against you. The Lord your 

God, as he promised you, will put the terror and fear of you on the whole land, wherever you go. 

 See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse— the blessing if you obey the commands 

of the Lord your God that I am giving you today;  the curse if you disobey the commands of the Lord 

your God and turn from the way that I command you today by following other gods, which you have 

not known. 

Epistle  

1 John 2 v 22 to End  

 Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying 

the Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son 

has the Father also.  As for you, see that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If 

it does, you also will remain in Son and in the Father.  And this is what he promised us—eternal life.  

I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray.  As for you, the 

anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as 

his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has 

taught you, remain in him.  

And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and 

unashamed before him at his coming.  If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who 

does what is right has been born of him. 

Gospel  

Luke 16 v 1-9, 

He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought 

to him that this man was wasting his possessions.  And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this 

that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’  

And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away 
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from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.  I have decided what to do, so 

that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.’  So, 

summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my 

master?’  He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly 

and write fifty.’  Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred 

measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’  The master commended the 

dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world[c] are more shrewd in dealing with 

their own generation than the sons of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of 

unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 

Post Communion 

Lord of all power, graft into our hearts the true love of your name.  

 

 

 

 


